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Grand Knight’s Corner 
As I started to think about this Lenten season, I found myself looking at the gifts and fruits of the Holy 
Spirit again.  Not sure why, maybe because Lent is associated with fasting and fasting is a form of          
self-control which is one of the fruits and requires fortitude one of the gifts to stick with it.  It’s a little 
surprising to me how much the beginning of Lent is like the notion of rebooting a computer.  Bear with 
me, many times when a computer is running slow one of the ways to fix it is to clear out your internet 
cache (files that remain behind after you’re done).  The act of clearing followed by a physical reboot of the 
system frees up resources from the memory that can be better applied elsewhere. 
 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday a day of fast and abstinence which acts to empty our minds (cache) of 
current events and align us towards thinking about our faith and relationship with God.  It reboots our 
spiritual systems to free up the resources needed to connect with this important aspect of our faith.  Lent 
is a tough season; it requires fortitude to stick with and self-control to not stray from the fasting days. 
So, what is fortitude? The word itself comes from the Latin word Fortis, meaning "strong." Webster de-
fines it as strength of mind that enables a person to encounter danger or bear pain or adversity with cour-
age.   
 
So, then what is self-control?  According to historians the phrase was first recorded in the 1600s and 
means restraint exercised over one's own impulses, emotions, or desires.  So, the gift of fortitude and the 
fruit of self-control applied by us at Lent act to reboot our spiritual selves.  What does reboot mean? 
Simply, it’s the act or instance of shutting down and restarting something.  I thought it was an interesting 
comparison, I’d be interested in everyone else's thoughts.  Drop me a note at grandknight@3724kofc.org. 
 
John Adams once said, “Facts are stubborn things, and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or 
the dictums of our passions, they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence.” That is an idea that goes to 
the very essence of one of the main concepts of Stoicism. That point is that as much as we might want 
events to go or be one way, this has little bearing on the way they are. What do we do? Usually we say 
things like, "It’s so unfair. It’s just not right. " I would suggest reboot your mindset to say, "It is what it is." 
or perhaps "There it is."                                                                                                                             
 
In the book "Matterhorn" by ex-Marine Karl Marlantes the line, “There it is,” appears nearly thirty times, 
spoken by different characters. To me that phrase is a modern take on the Latin "amor fati" (love your 
fate).  “There it is,” Stoicism in three words. Make the most of a world where what happens is not up to 
us and, in fact, seems to go contrary to our choices.  We can get angry, we can throw our hands up, and 
curse the sky. But as much as we argue, we can’t alter the event. So, we must embrace it. We must love it. 
“Amor fati.” “There it is.” It is a very freeing concept; I know it has helped me immensely.                  
 
My Knight of the Month was Worthy PGK John Wolfe who has worked tirelessly this year in keeping our 
community awareness vibrant and active. His chairmanship of the annual Blue Coat Awards, his contact 
with various community leaders and representatives ensures that 3724 remains at the forefront of Ohio 
councils.  My Family of the Month this year went to Bro Cal Smith and his lovely wife Alice.  Bingo,   
Ushering, Serving, Lay ministry there is not one part of our parish or council that is not touched by the 
Smiths.   Make sure you give John, Cal and Alice a hearty thanks for all they do when you see them. 
 
March will be jampacked beginning with another MHC blood drive, the Blue Coat Awards, Parish Dinner 
as well as a day of Remembrance for the unborn ceremony.  We will also have an Open House and a cor-
porate communion preceded by community rosary.   Many opportunities to socialize with your fellow 
knights and families, get involved and work on our faith.   “Amor Fati” Council 3724 and families.   

 
“Ut in omnibus glorificetur Deus” 
 Vivat Jesus, GK Erbacher. 
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ACTIVITIES 
 

 

PARISH DINNER 
 

The Knights of Columbus will hold our next Parish Dinner on Saturday March 21th. This month’s dinner will feature glazed ham, au gratin potatoes, green bean     

casserole, coleslaw and a dessert. You get all this for just $10 for adults $5 for children. We’ll be serving in the Parish Center right after the 4:00 Mass. Come and join 

your fellow Knights and Parishioners for some good food and even better company.   

 

 BLUE COAT 
 

All Officers, Members, Widows and Family Members are encouraged to attend this outstanding community event at no cost. The March business meeting is last 
evening to sign-up son the sheet on the lounge bulletin board. You may call PGK Wolfe anytime after that to sign up. We are expecting a great turnout. 
 
Helpers needed for set-up Mar 26th 9AM at the MHC Parish Center. The Kitchen Team may need help in the kitchen or servers. Need a volunteer to welcome & 
check in the attendees. Call PGK Wolfe:937-609-4552. The Council 47h Annual Blue Coat Awards will be held on Thursday March 26, 2020 at the Mary Help 
of Christians Parish Center. 

MEMBERSHIP 

We have attained 43% of our membership goal for the year. At this point this is the best we have done in a while. Do not give up now. There are several candidates 
awaiting their degrees. Please add to this number.  Fairborn council has a lot to offer prospective members and we intend to add more. Come to the meeting room 
any Thursday to hear what the Membership committee is cooking up. 
 
Pope Francis addressed the members of the Knights, saying “I entrust you to the loving intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. I offer my prayers for the members 
of the Knights of Columbus and their families, and for the good works accomplished by the local councils worldwide.” 
 
 

FAMILY FUN DAY 
 

On February 9th, the Council held a Family Fun Day for youth and families from Mary Help of Christians (MHC) and Sacred Heart parishes.  Children played     
carnival games and board games in the MHC Parish Center, enjoying a cold winter day inside with their families.  The Council provided free food and drinks and 
children walked out with their share of candy, prizes, and a two-liter bottle of pop, if they were successful at ring toss.  Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and the 
Council plans to make it at least an annual event.  The Family Director would like to thank Brothers David Johnston, Tom Pyatt, and Eric Rogalinski for their efforts 
in ensuring a successful event. 

 
MHC/KOFC BLOOD DRIVE 

  

Our next Blood drive will be Saturday March 7 2020 in the MHC Parish center from 8:30 AM to 12 PM.  Please mark this on your calendar and volunteer to give. If 
you plan on giving, please call the Community Blood Center at 800-388-4483 and register for the MHC/KofC Blood drive on the above date.  Each pint of blood can 
help save up to three lives, so if you can give blood please call and register and help us meet our goal of 36 pints. If you have any questions, you can call John      
Whittemore at 937-878-4482. Thank you 

 
MEASURE UP 2020 

 

 Street Blitz, April 2,3 and 4.  Save back some volunteer time. Thanks Measure-Up chairman. 

 

SUPER CASH BONANZA CHARITY CAMPAIGN 
Brother Knights, you should have received your letter and tickets in the mail for this important charity campaign. This is a major fund raiser for our Council and the 
State. Through all of your hard work last year you raised over $4000 that was used by our Council for our charitable works. Thank you! We ask for your help again 
this year. Please try and buy or sell the tickets sent to you. Also, if you can, please try and sell even more tickets.  Last year our turn-in was a little over 1100 tickets. 
The State has asked all Councils to increase their sales by 15%. Our goal this year is 1500.  
 
To make our maximum rebate goal, please turn-in as many tickets as you can on or before the first turn in date of April 9, (April Business Meeting). Final turn in date 
is May 10th. If you need any additional tickets, need someone to pick up your sold tickets, or have any questions, please contact PGK Jim McCoy at 879-3570 or cell 
694-3368; PGK Herman Karhoff at 361-2758, or call and leave a message at the Hall number, 878-2909. 
 

COUNCIL EMAIL ALERTS 
  

   Knight alert requests and activity alerts should be send to the PGK Russ Milliron at webmaster@3724kofc.org . 
 

 

 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS IS DEDICATED TO WORKS OF CHARITY, UNITY, FRATERNITY, 

AND PATRIOTISM. CARE TO JOIN US? ASK ANY CURRENT MEMBER. CALL 937-878-2909 OR EMAIL 

GRANDKNIGHT@3724KOFC.COM 

 



Officers/ Directors 

Chaplain Fr. Don Moss 

Spiritual Advisor Deacon Max              
Roadruck                                              
879-5332 

Grand Knight: Gene Erbacher         
477-5669                                         
grandknight@3724kofc.org 

Deputy Grand Knight & Program 
Director –Vacant 

Chancellor Matt Justice                     
879-2186 

Warden Ken Normand 

Recorder Tim Barlow                         
719-351-1185 

Financial Secretary Russell Milliron 
609-9068                               
fs@3724kofc.org                             

Treasurer Larry DeWitt                     
399-8013 

Senior Trustee PGK Don Banford   
878-3365 

Advocate  PGK Steve Wal                 
322-4246 

Membership Director                       
PGK Bill Gazzerro                                              
233-8913 

Church Activities -Vacant 

Culture of Life Activities Percy Gros  
878-5455 

Community Activities PGK John Wolfe 
609-4552  

Council Activities PGK Bill Stoddard 
237-9059  

Family Activities Dan Cyphers         
937-266-3507 

Youth Activities  Thomas Pyatt         
879-2841 

Bereavement PGK John Maiorano 
879-3474 

Bingo Eric Rogalinski                         
657-6958 

Home Corporation President        
Corky Block                                           
homecorp@3724kofc.org  

K of C Insurance  Robert Hernandez  
937-689-2202                                  
Robert.Hernandez@kofc.org 

 K of C Hall    878-2909  
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 Martha Karhoff decorated our K of C Infant Jesus of Prague statue with flowers surrounding the statue which is located in the  K of C 

meeting room. 
  

The Infant Jesus of Prague or Child Jesus of Prague is a 16th-century Roman Catholic wax-coated wooden statue of child Jesus    
holding a Globus Crucifer, located in the Discalced Carmelite Church of Our Lady Victorious in Malá Strana, Prague, Czech Republic. 

Pious legends claim that the statue once belonged to Saint Teresa of Ávila.  
 

 

 

Congratulation to Brother Knight Br. Ray Ronan, OFM Cap who celebrated his 57th year as a Capuchin 

Frair on February 22, 2020. God Bless Br. Ray for his missionary efforts in the Diocese of Mendi in Papua, 

New Guinea.  

Fairborn K of C WSU ushers present a scholarship check representing one half of proceeds for ushering 

the at the men’s basketball games.  The check was presented  before the game on Fairborn night.  

 

PRAY THE ROSARY AS  OFTEN AS YOU CAN, PLEASE COME EARLY TO THE BUSINESS 

MEETING (7 pm) AND PRAY THE ROSARY WITH YOUR BROTHER KNIGHTS. 



               

             Health and Healing requests are entered into the      
council’s  prayer request book  prior to the business 
meeting.  If you  can’t make a meeting and have a 
name you wish to include in the Santa Maria prayer 
intentions, please call the council hall and leave a 
message or send an email to Santamaria 
@3724kofc.org.   

 

Repose of the Soul: 

Dorothy  Duling 

Health and Healing:                                                                                                                               

Herb Edwards, PGK Steve Wal, PGK John Whytal, PGK Al Brewer, PGK 

Lew and Melita Murphy, Vic  Berberich, Dave Bartok, Paul and Rose Yo-

sick, Jon Edwards,  Steve Paulsen, Jim McNamara, Tom O’Connor,  Robert 

Herring, Bobby Hernandez, John Habel, Alice and Cal Smith,  Rosalie Sloat, 

John Keampf, John Lougeman, Bernadette Carpio,  Velma Hobbs, Lisa 

Eeamon, Whilma Rizzo, Janet Duhon Cassie Barlow,, Sophaia Yarwick, 

Peggy Heity, Joe Koegle, Steve Glass, Tom Storer, Peggy Heitz. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

Catholics in China  

We pray that the Church in 

China may persevere in its 

faithfulness to the Gospel and 

grow in unity. 

HOLY FATHER’S 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

 
INSURANCE CORNER 

 
 March brings thoughts of spring.  For some, it’s time to begin Daylight Savings Time; a little more sunlight into the evenings as 
the days become longer.  For those in the north, it means looking forward to the thaw after winter.  For some it is welcome 
relief after months of frigid temperatures, howling winds and heavy snow.  Some in the south, who enjoy the milder winters, 
now realize again that after spring, a hot summer ensues. 
 
 Spring also brings thoughts of spring cleaning.  After being cooped up all winter, it’s traditional in many households to do that 
deep cleaning all throughout the house.  That means washing down walls and moving furniture to clean behind pieces that  
haven’t seen the light of day since last year’s cleaning.  It means taking down and washing drapes and curtains; windows are 
washed inside and out.  (Thank goodness for modern tilt windows that mean no time outside in the chillier weather.)  This is a 
time when the whole family is expected to pitch in and my “Honey Do” list gets longer and longer.   (Personally, I’m the     
window washing guy.) In days gone by when most everyone had a coal fired furnace, a winter of closed windows meant the 
walls needed a good washing. With gas, electric and hot water boilers there’s less of a need to wash walls, but for some, it’s still a 
tradition. Spring is a time of renewal and revival. 
 
 While you’re getting rid of all the old cobwebs of winter and freshening the house, now is a great time to do some sprucing up 
with a fresh look at your family’s financial security.  As your Knights of Columbus Field Agent I’ve been trained to help you 
through that important exercise. Sit down with me for  a free financial needs analysis using our Profiles+ Forecaster            
platform.  I’ll take the time to gather information from you, ask about your wants, needs and desires, and put together any   
recommendations to help you meet those needs. 
 
 With a wide range of products; life insurance, long-term care insurance, disability income insurance and retirement annuities, I 
can help you plan for your family’s financial security now and for many years to come.  All with the safety and security of     
dealing with a company that shares your faith and beliefs and  invests in accordance with Church teaching.  Be sure to ask about 
the new life insurance product, the Protector NLG Universal Life.  It may be a fit for your particular needs. 
 
Get ready for spring, get your home freshened up and make sure your financial house is spruced up.  It’s an easy and friendly 
visit from me, a brother Knight. 
 
Vivat Jesus!  
 
 Thanks! 
  Robert Hernandez 
  Knights of Columbus 
  Insurance Field Agent # 18446 
  robert.hernandez@kofc.org 
  937-689-2202 
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HOME CORPORATION 

 Your Home Corp continues to work hard to support the Council. The Directors met on 20 February to pay bills and discuss business. Our next 

work party will be Saturday March 14th. We will once again work on repairing our stock of chairs. We have enough tools and equipment to accom-

modate two teams of workers, so please come and help your brother knights keep our property and equipment functioning properly.  

Our monthly raffle winners for February were:  

 

1st Place: Greg Marino , $40 Ticket #101                                                                                                                                                               

2nd Place: Steven Wal, $25 Ticket #119                                                                                                                                                                  

3rd Place: Frank Carchedi, $10 Ticket #111 

mailto:robert.hernandez@kofc.org


Mar 5       Trustees Meeting                    Mar 7        Blood Drive                   
Mar 9       4th Degree Meeting                Mar 12      Business Meeting                        
Mar 19     Home Corp Meeting               Mar 21      K of C Dinner             
Mar 21     Day of Remembrance             Mar 21      Membership Open House                          
Mar 22     Membership Open House      Mar 26      Degree Ceremony          
Mar 29     Corporate Communion          Mar 29     5th Sunday Rosary  

               

      APR  PREVIEW 

K of C Dinner, Easter, Degree Ceremory 

               MARCH EVENTS 

 

BUSINESS MEETING ATTENDANCE 
The 2nd Thursday on each month, we pray the Rosary at 7:00 pm which is followed by our business meeting. 

Please attend, stay after the meeting and socialize with your brother knights. Every Thurs there’s a Pot-of-Gold 

drawing. Entry fee is 50 cents and you are required to sign your name in “The Book”.  At 10:00 pm on the meeting 

night and at 9:30 pm on the other Thursdays there’s a random drawing from our membership pool. The name of 

the winner drawn win’s the Pot-of-Gold if they completed the entry requirements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

The Santa Maria is a free monthly publication of the  

Fairborn Knights of Columbus Council 3724.   

934 N. Maple Ave. Fairborn, Ohio 45324 

937-878-2909 

  SANTA MARIA   WEBMASTER 

  Frank Carchedi, PGK   Russell Milliron, PGK 

  Santamaria@3724kofc.org   webmaster@3724kofc.org 

 

 

         Cal Smith Receiving the FOTM  GK Erbacher  PGK John Wolfe Receiving KOTM from GK Erbacher 


