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Grand Knight’s Corner

Brother Knights,

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! May God bless you and your loved ones
with a safe, healthy and joyous new year. Let’s make the most of 2024 by
working on being the best version of ourselves; better Catholics, Knights,
husbands, fathers, brothers and men. Let’s embrace the new year with an
open heart and a fierce spirit.

We accomplished many wonderful achievements in 2023. With PGK Grant
Kempf leading the charge through the first 6 months of the year then
backing me up the remainder of the year and with DGK and Program
Director Tom Pitstick’s assistance as well as with the assistance of all the
Program Directors, Officers and Brother Knights, we were able to
accomplish so many projects, events and services for God, our Parish, our
Council, our Community and our Charities.

Thanks to the Past Grand Knights for putting on a wonderful Christmas
Open House! The Home Corporation did a beautiful job with the
Christmas decorations and spiffing up the Council Hall. They were busy
painting, cleaning and shampooing the carpets. Our Lounge Manager and
Advocate, Steve Wal, even mentioned their fantastic work during the
Business Meeting and commented how nice the Christmas decorations and
the Hall looked! PGK Russell Milliron worked on repairing our Nativity
Scene. With as many pieces that needed to be repaired, I thought for sure
that we were going to have a Living Nativity Scene as Russell glued himself
to several of the pieces during the repairs on many occasions!

Our goals were set for our Council’s Star Council Award and, under our
Membership Director, Mark Dues, we are about to reach our membership
growth requirements in record time! I also want to point out the great job
our Insurance Agent, Rob Hernandez, has done in growing our membership
as well as all of the Growth Committee members and Brother Knights who
worked on our membership growth requirements. We have been blessed
with 12 new members so far this fraternal year!

Please keep our Retention Director, PGK John Wolfe, in your prayers. John
has fallen recently resulting in several fractures to his shoulder, arm and
hand.
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Grand Knight’s Column (cont.)

I hope to see everyone at our Business Meeting on January 11, the Parish Breakfast on January 14 and
the Pro Life Spaghetti Dinner on January 20 in support of Brigid’s Path to cate for babies and mothers in
crisis with grace, love and hope. A new year means a new chapter. I hope 2024 is an incredible part of
your story! Let us be worthy. Vivat Jesus, Don Shepherd

Knight of the Month
The Knight of the Month for December 2023 is PGK Herman Karhoff.

Herman...

has been involved in the creation and setup of our Council’s new computer file system.

is currently on our Church Council and is involved in the Beacons of Light.

is involved in the FYI, Family and Youth Initiatives.

serves as registration and information Guru and as cashier for all of our Council’s events.

works the papers counter at BINGO.

is always at every weekly Tuesday and monthly Saturday work parties.

has his eyes and ears open to everything political and important involving our Council and our Parish.

As Grand Knight, I am proud to present this Council with our Knight of the Month for December 2023,
PGK Herman Karhoffl Thank you, Herman, for all you do and Congratulations!

Family of the Month
The Family of the Month for December 2023 is the Kitchen Crew: PGKSs Frank Minnick, Russell
Milliron, Larry Bogemann, Frank Carchedi, Grant Kempf, Brother Cal Smith and Brother Corky Block.
The Kitchen Crew continues to amaze with their culinary skills and their ability to have our breakfasts,
lunches and dinners ready to serve in top restaurant style! The Kitchen Crew always steps up to serve
our Council and our Parish, without question! As Grand Knight, I am proud to present this Council with
our Family of the Month for December 2023, our Kitchen Crew: PGKs Frank Minnick, Russell
Milliron, Larry Bogemann, Frank Carchedi, Grant Kempf, Brother Cal Smith and Brother Corky Block.
Thank you for all you do and Congratulations! I also want to add a big thank you to all our Brother
Knights who assist the Kitchen Crew with setup, serving, tear down and cleaning up. We couldn’t do
everything without you!

PRAY THE ROSARY AS OFTEN AS YOU CAN,
PLEASE COME EARLY TO THE BUSINESS
MEETING (7 PM) AND PRAY THE ROSARY WITH
YOUR BROTHER KNIGHTS.



Chaplain Fr. Bedel

954 N. Maple Ave,

Fairborn OH, 45324
patishoffice@mbhcpatish.org

Beloved in Christ,

Congratulations on being featured on pages 8 and 9 of the January issue of the

Catholic Telegraph! We belong to the Lord Jesus, and he wants our whole selves to

be His own possession. Thank you for your generosity in response to his love.

Thank you for your Christmas greetings, spiritual bouquets and prayers! They are

patt of the reason some say it's the most wonderful time of the year. Monday, Jan.
1, is the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. Since it falls on a Monday this year, the obligation to participate in
Mass is suspended. But I ask: What better way to begin the new year than encountering the Living God at the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! We will have Mass at St. Luke at 8:30 a.m. and at Mary, Help of Christians at 9 a.m.
Tis the season for house blessings. The Book of Blessings has the "Blessing of a Home in the Christmas Season,"
which is very appropriate. There is a whole tradition of blessing the home on the Solemnity of the Epiphany,
which is next Sunday, Jan. 7. Pick up some white chalk and check out ewtn.com/catholicism/seasons-and-feast-
days/epiphany-20565 for mote information. That's why we may see 20+C+M+B+24 in white chalk written above
doorways of some homes, maybe even our own in the new year. Thanks for your prayers. Be assured of my daily
prayers for you. God bless,

Fr. Bedel

Father Alex Biryomumeisho
3211 Church St.

Cincinnati, OH 45244
bityolexom(@gmail.com

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEMORIAL MASS
On November 18, 2023, the annual Council 3724 Memorial Mass was held with Father Michael
Holloran officiating. Council members helped serve and usher during the Mass and council families
assembled in a reserved section to celebrate Mass. A memorial table was arranged in the back of the
church, adorned with candles and the pictures of fallen brothers. Following Mass, a prayer service was
held with attending brothers, their families, and the widows and families of fallen brothers. A dessert
reception was then held in the Council 3724 Hall to pay tribute and share memories. This year we bid
farewell to the following brothers: Bro Mike Ludwick, Bro Clem Schmid, Bro Chris Kerley, Bro
Wessley Hall St., Bro Jim Witham, Bro Chatles Gilbert, and PGK John Maiorano. Other brothers
were also remembered whose families were in attendance, including Bro Ed Kempf, Bro David
Kempf, Bro David Cypher, PGK Bill Gazzerro, Bro Franklin Lamb, and Bro Marvin Meade. May
their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.



St. Michael the Archangel Family of Parishes
Our Family is comprised of six churches: Mary, Help of Christians in Fairborn, Sacred Heart in New
Carlisle, St. Augustine in Jamestown, St. Brigid in Xenia, St. Luke in Beavercreek, and St. Paul in Yellow
Springs. Two of our churches, St. Brigid and St. Luke, also have schools with preschool through eighth
grades. We are part of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and were combined as a Family in July 2022 to be
“Beacons of Light,” an Archdiocese multi-year initiative to better array resources for spreading the Gos-
pel far and wide. Family staff are listed below. Contact information for each church is also listed for help
with baptisms, anointing of the sick, marriage, communion, reconciliation, registering, religious
education, joining the Church, and other needs.
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR'S CORNER

God has been working overtime providing us with new members! Since my last
article, we had an addition of six new brothers: Chimezie Onwuegbuchulem,
Nicholas Freyberger, Brian Kelsey (all from the Wright State University Council),
Christopher Chavez from OLQP, Jason Antkoviak, and Cedrick Charles from
MHC. Please welcome our new brothers the next time you see them. We now
have 12 new members toward our fraternal year goal of 14. Thanks to everyone
who has made this latest surge possible, but let’s not rest on our laurels. We still
have two more to make it to the “finish line.”

I forgot to mention in my last article that our Council was chosen to receive a
Pizza Party from State Council because we had two new members during the
month of November. The actual date we are to get that pizza hasn’t been given
to us yet. More later, hopefully! I wonder if we’ll receive recognition for
December’s crop of new brothers.

Here is the link to the step-by-step process of using the online application
https://files.constantcontact.com/716460b3001/1a871ala-64bb-4£8£-8a30-
840e4651b85a.pdf

Don't forget to add Join Us | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org) as an app to
your cell phone. It's a lot easier to sign someone up and get information to him
immediately. Remember, all online member applications with the Promo Code
RHERNANDEZ (the code from our K of C Insurance Representative) will
receive twelve months of online membership free. You can also use the promo
code BLESSEDMCGIVNEY.

Name Tags: If you need a new Council 3724 and/or Fourth Degree name
tag, see me, Brother Mark Dues, or Brother Herb Edwards at the next business
meeting. The cost per tag is $5.00.

This Month's Personal Goal: I will be the one who rectuits one or two new
members which will help our Council make our fraternal year goal!

Happy New Year, Brothers!

Blood Drive

Be on the lookout in the church bulletin and the Santa Maria for details. The
next drive will be on Saturday Matrch 9, 2024! Please mark your calendats.

2023 Football Frenzy

My brother knights, this year’s football frenzy closed out with 3724 having sold
218 tickets. The estimated rebate to the council is $1,962, and the 218 tickets
sold exceeds the 100% per capital credit mark of 135 tickets. This gives us a
break on our per capita tax to the state saving the council roughly $500. Your
efforts have raised $4340 for the program overall. The program turn in closed
on Dec 31, 2023, and 3724 has already had a couple of winners which is always
gratifying. On behalf of Grand Knight Don Shepherd, I thank you all for your
record breaking effort this year in support of this program. May the Peace of
Christ be with you all and a very Happy New Year. PGK Gene Erbacher

Officers/ Directors

Chaplain: Fr.zjason Bedel
937-426-1733 ext 205

Spititual Advisor: Deacon Max
Roadruck 937-879-5332

Grand Knight: Don Shepherd

937—657—43};7 5

ﬁrandknight@3724kofc.org
onterishepherd@aol.com

Deputy Grand Knight & Program
Director: Tom Pitstick
937-272-2262
deputygk@3724kofc.org
tvpitstick@gmail.com

Chancellor: Matt Justice
937-879-2186

Warden: Brian Petachi
937-765-6387

Recorder: Tim Barlow
719-351-1185

Financial Secretary: PGK Russell
Milliron

937-609-9068

fs@3724kofc.org

Treasurer: Larry DeWitt
937-399-8013

Advocate: PGK Steve Wal
937-322-4246

Lecturer: Herb Edwards
937-901-6074

Membership Director: Mark Dues
937-271-4791
matrkmarilyndues@gmail.com

Faith Activities & Senior Trustee
PGK Larry Bogemann
937-605-3359
Ibogemann@earthlink.net

Life Activities: Percy Gros
937-878-5455

Community Activities: Vacant

Retention Chairman: PGK John Wolfe
937-609-4552
WMC45324] AW@AOL.COM

Family Activities: Dan Cyphers
937-266-3507
deyphers2@woh.tr.com

Bereavement: Robert Hernandez
937-689-2202
Robert.Hernandez@kofc.org

Bingo: Ertic Rogalinski
9372%657—6958 &

Home Corporation President:
PGK Frank Minnick 937-522-0866
homecorp@?3724kofc.org

K of C Insurance: Robert Hernandez
937-689-2202
Robert.Hernandez@kofc.org

K of C Hall: 937-878-2909



Home Corporation
Officers of HC met on Dec 21, 2023, to discuss activities and pay bills. Key member interest points:

e Professionally cleaned entrance, hallway, and large meeting room carpets.
e Prepared K of C area for PGK sponsored Christmas Party.

e Creating a Master Schedule of actions/activities (work-in-progress).

e Organized tool room and cleaned out freezers.

e Reviewed Facility and Bingo Lease Agreements with Archdiocese/MHC.

If you see something that needs to be done or acquired for the benefit of the Council, note it in the
Maintenance Work Log located in the business meeting room, on the right, just inside the door.
Recent examples: Recommendation (1) to repaint all wooden bookcases and mailboxes.

Action planned — Scheduled for spring 2024: (2) Purchase high quality storage containers for storage
and safeguard of our Nativity Scene components. Action planned — purchase containers: (3) Repair
latches on large storage bins in MHCPC boiler room. Action planned — Tues crew to repair.

HC raffle drawing winners:
e $40.00 prize — Ticket 132 — winner Mark Hilibesen;
e $25.00 prize — Ticket 45 — winner Melissa Petachi and
e $10.00 prize — Ticket 153 — winner Jim McCoy.

Next work party is scheduled for January 27, 2024, please meet in the lounge at 9am for coffee before
reupholstering chairs.

Parish Breakfast

Our January breakfast will be held on Sunday, January 14. We will start serving in the Parish Center
Cafeteria at 9:30 am and will continue until 11:00 am. We will be featuring our same popular menu of
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, pancakes, hash browns, toast, omelets made to order, biscuits and
gravy. You’ll get all this for $10 for adults, $5 for children under 10. Come and join your fellow Knights
and Parishioners for some good food and even better company!

Pro-Life Italian Dinner

January 20th marks the return of your K of C Council’s famous Italian dinner. All the proceeds from
this event will support Brigid’s Path. Brigid’s Path was founded in 2014 to care for babies and mothers
in crisis with grace, love and hope.

https:/ /brigidspath.org

As in years past, we’ll be serving up spaghetti and meatballs, prepared by our own PGK Frank Carchedi,
accompanied by a salad, garlic bread, and sherbert with pizzelles. You get all this for $10 for adults, $5
for children 12 and under. Come and enjoy the fun and good food! Get a great meal and support a

worthy cause.

Doors open after the 4:00 mass on Saturday January 20th. Don’t miss this popular event.



Happy Birthday to Our Brother Knights Born in January!

Cory A Wal Joel P Lefevre Steven P Quinter Richard | Sorensen

Frederick W Lenk David T Roux Cletus L Buddelmeyer — Bradley L Cook

Dr. John W Gazzerro  Joseph A Carchedi Nicholas Roux John V Young

Vincent M Ferry Jetfrey L Bogemann Francis D Butcher Peter Thibodeau

Rev Paul M Jaya William B Gilbert Andrew | Beiring Sr Donald E Shepherd

Kenneth A Normand  Jeremiah M Roux Scott W Hopkins Zygmunt Kosmowski I11
January Tidbits

January’s full Wolf Moon reaches peak illumination on Thursday, January 25, 2024, at 5:39 P.M. EST.
Look for the Moon to rise from the northeastern horizon around sunset that evening. It’s thought that
January’s full Moon came to be known as the Wolf Moon because wolves were more likely to be heard
howling at this time. It was traditionally believed that wolves howled due to hunger during winter, but we
know today that wolves howl for different reasons. Howling and other wolf vocalizations are used

to define territory, locate pack members, reinforce social bonds, and coordinate hunting.

The birthstone for January is the garnet, representing constancy. The word “garnet” comes from the
14th century Middle English word gernet, meaning “dark red.” The word is derived from Latin granatum,
which means “seed,” and is called so because of the gemstone’s resemblance to the beautiful red seeds of
the pomegranate.

January’s birth flowers are the carnation and the snowdrop. The carnation symbolizes admiration,
remembrance and a mothet’s love. The snowdrop is used to express optimism, hope, compassion and
innocence.

January 1 - Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Holy Mother of God

Mary, Mother of God, mother of all, who bore and raised the Son of God, who sought to bring peace
into the world. You treasured all you saw in your heart, as the fruit of your womb poured out love and
mercy to each of us in our own personal way. Pray for us and be with us, that we may remember that we
are also treasured in your heart. Help us to always remind others that they are just as treasured, that the
world may know a true and just peace. Amen.

January 7 - The Epiphany of the Lord
The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts; the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute. All
kings shall pay Him homage, all nations shall serve Him.

January 8 - The Baptism of the Lord

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your
Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth. O, God, who by the light of
the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly
wise and ever enjoy His consolations, Through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

Patris Corde Prayer
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer. Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God entrusted his only
Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show
yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend
us from every evil. Amen



Mary Help of Christians / Knights of Columbus Men of Faith Fellowship
Needing encouragement or an opportunity to share with other men of faith — men of like mind and heart?
Our Men of Faith fellowship meets twice monthly to do just that! Join us at St Francis Hall from 8 — 9
a.m. on the first and third Saturday of each month. Come at 7:30 a.m. for bagels and fair-trade coffee. We
then gather to sing, pray, read and discuss Sunday scripture readings from 8-9 a.m. Come join us! You will
be affirmed and encouraged in your walk with our Lord Jesus Christ and be blessed by fellowship with
other ‘Men of Faith’.

Financial Advisory Board Fraternal Year 2023-2024

Grand Knight: Don Shepherd
Deputy Grand Knight: Tom Pitstick
Trustee: PGK Grant Kempf
Council Treasuret: Larry DeWitt

Home Corp President: PGK Frank Minnick

Home Corp Treasurer PGK Herman Karhoff

1 Year Member At Large: Steve Glass

2 Year Member At Large: PGK Gene Erbacher

The next FAB meeting will be on February 29th, 2024 at 6:30PM.

NEW MEMBER DECEMBER

At the December Business Meeting, Fairborn
Council 3724 welcomed 3 new Knights; Cedrick
Chatles, Christopher Chavez, and Jason
Antkoviak. FA Rob Hernandez and DGK Tom
Pitstick had the honor of presenting them with
their pins and rosaries. Welcome Brother
Knights!!

Spring Reverse Raffle 2024
Your Knights of Columbus Council’s annual Spring Reverse Raffle will be on February 24th. Doors
open at 5:00. The first ticket out will be at 6:00. Tickets are $40 which covers 2 adults admission, heavy
hors d'oeuvtes, soft drinks and a chance to win prizes. A cash bar will be available. No one under the
age of 18 is permitted to attend. The first ticket drawn wins $100, last ticket drawn wins $2250.
Additional prizes will be awarded throughout the drawing. You need not be present to win. For tickets
call PGK Frank Minnick @ 937-522-0866 ot email FMINN@aol.com, PGK Jim McCoy @ 937-879-
3570 or any of our members. You can also purchase tickets by mail. Just send a check for $40 per ticket
to us and we will send your stub back to you. You can send it to:
K of C 3724 Reverse Raffle
Attn Frank Minnick
934 N Maple Avenue
Fairborn, Ohio 45324

Please Make Checks payable to: Fairborn K of C 3724

New this yeat! You can purchase your tickets by credit card via phone or in person through PGK
Frank Minnick at the number above or PGK Russell Milliton @ 937-609-9068.



INSURANCE CORNER

Four parts of retirement: Phase Four
Okay, if you’ve been following along in my articles, you’ve read about the first phases that
lead to retitement. The final phase is care. At some point, hopefully a very advanced age,
you will need to slow down. You will no longer be able to care for yourself. At that point,
you will need to have assets available to provide much needed care, either at home orin a
care facility. As you probably know, the cost of care continues to rise. How do you plan to
cover these costs? Government programs might not be available or might require you to
spend down your assets leaving your family with little. The best way to handle the cost of
care in the future is to plan ahead today. The Knights of Columbus offers long-term care
insurance that can cover at home or facility care costs. It has many benefits and our
premiums are competitive with any other company. The Knights of Columbus, is in a
position to help you with every phase. Life insurance, disability insurance, guaranteed retirement plans that
turn into guaranteed income streams when you retire, and long term care. There is no reason to go
elsewhere as you prepare. Give me a call.
Robert Hernandez
Knights of Columbus Insurance Field Agent # 18446
robert.hernandez@kofc.org 937-689-2202

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

For The Gift Of Diversity In The Church

Let us pray that the Holy Spirit helps us recognize the gift of different charisms
within the Christian community, and to discover the richness of different ritual
traditions in the heart of the Catholic Church.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Health and Healing requests are entered into the council’s prayer book prior to the business meeting. If
you can’t make a meeting and have a name you wish to include in the Santa Maria prayer intentions,
please call the council hall and leave a message or send an email to Santamaria @3724kofc.org

Repose of the Souls:
Robert Fitzgerald, PGK Karhoff’s Brother-in-Law

Health and Healing:

PGK Russ Milliron, PGK Jim McCoy, GK Don Shepherd, Charlie Lumpp, Jon Edwards, Marilyn Dues,
Cathy Lumpp, Kim & Anna Gros, Kathy Justice, the People of Ukraine, the People of Isracl, Nam Mac,
Bill Jerkins, Myra Glass, Chuck Schaefer and Linda.

PRAYER FOR HEALTH AND HEALING
Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, may Your healing hand rest upon me, may Your lifegiving
powers flow into every cell of my body and into the depths of my soul, cleansing, purifying, restoring
me to wholeness and strength for service in Your Kingdom. Amen.
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January Events

Jan1 Happy New Year! Jan 1 Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Jan 3 BINGO Jan 4 Trustees Meeting

Jan 7 The Epiphany of the Lord Jan 8 The Baptism of the Lord

Jan 8 4th Degree Meeting Jan 10 K of C BINGO

Jan 11 Business Meeting Jan 14 K of C Parish Breakfast

Jan 17 BINGO Jan 18 Home Corp Meeting

Jan 19 March for Life, Washington, D.C.  Jan 20 K of C Pro Life Italian Dinner

Jan 24 BINGO Jan 25 Lecturer Meeting

Jan 27 Home Corp Work Party Jan 31 K of C 5th BINGO Night

February Preview

Trustees Meeting, 4th Degree Meeting, K of C Parish Breakfast, K of C BINGO, Business Meeting,
Home Corp Meeting, Home Corp Work Party, Lecturer Meeting, FAB Meeting, PGK Meeting,
Reverse Raffle, K of C Youth Carnival with Breakfast, Ash Wednesday

BUSINESS MEETING ATTENDANCE

The 2nd Thursday on each month, we pray the Rosary at 7:00 pm which is followed by our business meeting
Please attend, stay after the meeting and socialize with your brother knights. Every Thurs there’s a
Pot-of-Gold drawing. Entry fee is 50 cents and you are required to sign your name in “The Book”.

At 10:00 pm on the meeting night and at 9:30 pm on the other Thursdays there’s a random drawing from
our membership pool. The name of the winner drawn wins the Pot-of-Gold if they completed the entry
requirements.

Knight of the Month Family (?f the Month
PGK Herman Karhoff 3724 Kitchen Crew
SANTA MARIA WEBMASTER
Gene Erbacher, PGK Russell Milliron, PGK
Santamaria@3724kofc.org webmaster@3724kofc.org

The Santa Maria is a free monthly publication of the
Fairborn Knights of Columbus Council 3724.
934 N. Maple Ave. Fairborn, Ohio 45324
937-878-2909



