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Grand Knight’s Corner

Brothers,

I need to back up a day, to our stay in Nevers. In the morning, we visited
the convent of the Sisters of Charity. At the age of 22(18606) Saint Berna-
dette of Lourdes took her vows as a Sister of Charity in Nevers. She had
become so popular in Lourdes that she had to leave. At the convent she
took care of the sick Sisters, but she also became sick and at the age of 35
died of bone cancer. She was buried in a small chapel on the grounds of the
convent. After her beatification in 1925 they moved her body to the main
chapel. We were able to visit both Chapels.

We arrived late afternoon in Lisieux at the Ermitage (Monastery) of Saint
Terese where we stayed the next 2 nights. The ermitage is run by the Car-
melite Sisters. Their convent is next door to the ermitage. This is where
Saint Terese of Lisieux, also known as The Little Flower, was a nun.

Her parents Louis and Zelie Martin are the only couple to be Beatified and
Canonized together in the history of the church. Her mother died when she
was 4. She was raised by her father and 2 older sisters. When she was 15 she
pleaded with her father to let her enter the convent. She was too young ac-
cording to the rules but her Bishop relented and let her enter. She joined her
2 older sisters and a 4th sister joined them after their Father died. She was
only there 9 years, dying at the age of 24 in 1879 of tuberculosis. Her Moth-
er Superior asked her to write her autobiography.

Thanks to her writings entitle ““ Story of a Soul”, published a year after her
death, Terese became rapidly known and loved throughout the world. She
was Canonized in 1925. Named second Patron Saint of France in 1944. and
a Doctor of the Church in 1997. Only I of 3 women given that title. Re-
markable for only being on earth 24 years.

To be continued.

Vivat Jesus, Tom
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Grand Knight’s Column (cont.)

Christmas Open House
The Past Grand Knights are once again hosting a Christmas Open House on Thursday December
19th from 7 to 10 pm. Brothers and a guest are encouraged to attend in the spirit of Fraternalism
and the Christmas Season. The event is free, as always. The Past Grand Knight will be supplying
the meat, in the form of fried chicken. A dish to share is welcome, but not required. The PGK’s
will provide all the beverages. Please come and enjoy the merriment of the season with you
fellow Knights and their spouses. This also is an opportunity to invite a prospective member and
his significant other. The event is free for them as well, and a great chance to meet all of us and
explore what it means to be a Knight. If you have a prospect that you’ve been thinking about
asking, ask them to come join us.



Chaplain Fr. Bedel

954 N. Maple Ave,

Fairborn OH, 45324
patishoffice@mbhcpatish.org

Father Alex Biryomumeisho
324 S Ohio Ave.

Sidney, OH 45365
bitryolexom(@gmail.com

Seminarian Joe Carner
9090 Wildcat Road

Tipp City, Ohio 45371
Joe@carners.com

Attending Josephinum Pontifical College

Any3 Things Podcast with Fr. Ambrose

Fr. Ambrose has launched a podcast for the St Michael the Archangel Family of

Parishes in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Serving Mary, Help of Christians,

Sacred Heart, Saint Brigid, Saint Augustine, Saint Luke, and Saint Paul parishes.

Fr. Ambrose will talk about Any 3 Things that would be good for us all to

know! You can listen on our podcast website by clicking on the microphone in
the banner towatd the top of any of the web pages. It's also available on the Amazon Music and
PodBean apps.

https://any3things.podbean.com/



St. Michael the Archangel Family of Parishes
Our Family is comprised of six churches: Mary, Help of Christians in Fairborn, Sacred Heart in New
Carlisle, St. Augustine in Jamestown, St. Brigid in Xenia, St. Luke in Beavercreek, and St. Paul in Yellow
Springs. Two of our churches, St. Brigid and St. Luke, also have schools with preschool through eighth
grades. We are part of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and were combined as a Family in July 2022 to be
“Beacons of Light,” an Archdiocese multi-year initiative to better array resources for spreading the Gos-
pel far and wide. Family staff are listed below. Contact information for each church is also listed for help
with baptisms, anointing of the sick, marriage, communion, reconciliation, registering, religious
education, joining the Church, and other needs.



CHESTERTON ACADEMY OF ST JOSEPH

Our Mission Statement

To help parents raise a generation of joyful saints and
leaders educated in the classical tradition and the
truths of the Catholic faith in order to serve the
common good.

Our Model of Education (the three pillars)

Inspired by Saint Pope John Paul 11, we take as our

motto Cultura Vitae, the culture of life. We make it

our mission to prepare our students to triumph over
the materialism and despait that pervade out culture and to accept our Lord's offer to have life and
have it abundantly. Our classical curriculum combines a broad, liberal arts education with a strong
emphasis on the development of Christian virtues and an appreciation of beauty. Through our Three
Pillars Model, we form our students in: Intellect, Character, and Spirituality.

Our Patron: G.K. Chesterton

Chesterton Academy of St. Joseph is named for the great English writer and Catholic convert, G.K.
Chesterton (1874- 1936). Chesterton is a model for our school because he exemplified the Catholic
faith through a life filled with joy, wonder, and gratitude.

Chesterton was considered one of the world’s most outstanding men of letters in the early 20th century.
An accomplished essayist, novelist, and poet, he wrote a hundred books on all different subjects. In
1922, he shocked the literary establishment by converting to Catholicism. He was later eulogized by
Pope Pius XI as “a gifted defender of the faith,” and there is presently a popular movement to have
him canonized. The school has chosen him for its patron because he not only represents the fullness of
faith and reason, but also Catholic joy and common sense.

St. Michael the Archangel
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of
the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the
Power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl through the world secking the ruin
of souls. Amen.

Parish Breakfast
The Knights will host the annual Breakfast with St. Nick on December 8th.
The next Parish Breakfast will be on December 15th. We will start serving in the Parish Center
Cafeteria at 9:30 and will continue until 11:00. We will be featuring our same popular menus of
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, pancakes, hash browns, toast, omelets made to order, biscuits and
gravy. You’ll get all this for $10 for adults, $5v for children under 10. Come and join your fellow
Knights and Parishioners for some good food and even better company.

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS? ASK ANY CURRENT
MEMBER. CALL 937-878-2909 OR EMAIL. ~ GRANDKNIGHT@3724KOFC.COM



MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR'S CORNER

OLQP Membership Drive: We had a great harvest at Our Lady Queen of
Peace the weekend of October 26 and 27! We had five new members sign on to
our Council, which is a record since I've been membership director. Thanks to
the brothers who volunteered to help: GK Tom Pitstick, Field Agent Rob
Hernandez, Brother Ken Normand, and Brother Herb Edwards. Special thanks
to Worthy Chaplain Don Moss who came through again with his very supportive
remarks; and to his administrative staff, Tiffaney Eastman and Irene Rutherford,
for making our job easy to set up.

In-Person Exemplification: On November 14, we held our first in-person
exemplification for the First through Third Degrees since before the pandemic!
Newly exemplified members were Jay Luis, Don McKenzie, Kent Scholl,
William “Bill” Williams, Gene Eastman, and Sanjay Bali. Thanks to the brothers
who helped me with the ceremony: Brother Herb Edwards (Chaplain and
Speaker on Charity), GK Tom Pitstick (Speaker on Unity), PGK Grant Kempf
(Speaker on Fraternity) and Brother Rob Hernandez (Warden and Investor). It
was a very well attended and memorable event. One new Brother’s parents came
all the way from Key West, Floridal

We still have one member who signed up online but must still participate in an
exemplification. When that happens, we’ll be halfway to our fraternal member-
ship goal of 14.

An Interesting Statistic: Supreme recently commissioned a study of Catholic
men in the United States, which showed there are 7 million men who say they
are willing to join the Knights of Columbus! That same study also found that
nearly half of those Catholic men say they haven’t yet joined the Knights of Co-
lumbus—at least in part—because they haven’t been asked. You can change that!
Extending an invitation to just one man in your parish or community might be
all they need to become your brother Knight.

Don't forget to add Join Us | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org) as an app to
your cell phone. It's a lot easier to sign someone up and get information for and
from him immediately. Remember, all online member applications with the Pro-
mo Code RHERNANDEZ (the code from our K of C Insurance Representa-
tive) will receive twelve months of online membership free. You can also use the
promo code BLESSEDMCGIVNEY.

Name Tags: If you need a new Council 3724 and/or Fourth Degree name tag,
see Brothers Mark Dues or Herb Edwards at the next business meeting. The
cost per tag is $5.00. Vivat Jesus! Mark !

Facebook
Our council has a substantial social media presence fostered by our current
Financial Secretary PGK Russ Milliron, aided by PGK Grant Kempf. Follow
your council at https:/ /www.facebook.com/3724kofc

Vivat Jesus! Mark Dues
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2024 Football Frenzy
As of this printing awe have reached 203 tickets sold which is over the number we needed to get to the
second tier for credits from the State Program. We have moved up to $7.00 per ticket rebate and a 50%
per capita credit on whatever result the state receives at the conclusion of the program. We also have
council winner this year in Bro. Charlie Lumpp, give him a hearty high five when you see him If you
receive an additional mailing from the State ticket chairman, you can return them to the council should
you wish. If you decide to purchase them as long as you put 3724 in the selling council block, we will still
get credit for them.

As always the frenzy involves the last 10 weeks of the football season. We are already into Week 4 of the
contest. The last day for council turn in will be Dec 19, 2024. Bear in mind that any stubs turned in
from this point on only count for the remaining games in the season and not the full 10 weeks. Ticket
donation is $20.00. Extra tickets are available in the lounge ot you can reach out to me directly at (937)
477-5669 ot gene.erbacher@gmail.com and I can mail some out to you. Vivat Jesus, PGK Erbacher

Please make checks payable to: K of C 3724

Ticket stubs and donations can be returned to the council hall or mailed to

Fairborn Council 3724 Gene Erbacher, PGK

934 N. Maple Ave. 1442 Wedgewood Dr

Fairborn, OH 45324 Fairborn, OH 45324
KNIGHT OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to Fairborn Council 3724 Knight of the Month for November 2024, DGK Matt Justice.
After years as an outstanding Chancellor, Brother Matt has stepped up to lead our many activities as the
Deputy Grand Knight and General Program Director. Keep up the great work you dol!

FAMILY OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to our Family of the Month, Brother Herb and Maureen Edwards. Brother Herb has
faithfully lead the rosary each month before our Business meeting. He serves as secretary of the Home
Corp, is on the membership committee, helping with our membership drives and filling the office of
Lecturer at our monthly meetings. Maureen has been a lector and Eucharist minister at Our Lady Queen
of Peace. She has also been active with support for life and the Elizibeth New Life Center. Herb and
Maureen are both 3rd degree Lay Carmelites, dedicated prayer warriors! Thank you both for the example
you show us.

Mary Help of Christians / Knights of Columbus Men of Faith Fellowship
Needing encouragement or an opportunity to share with other men of faith — men of like mind and
heart? Our Men of Faith fellowship meets twice monthly to do just that! Join us at St Francis Hall from
8 — 9 a.m. on the first and third Saturday of each month. Come at 7:30 a.m. for bagels and fair-trade
coffee. We then gather to sing, pray, read and discuss Sunday scripture readings from 8-9 a.m. Come
join us! You will be affirmed and encouraged in your walk with our Lord Jesus Christ and be blessed by
tellowship with other ‘Men of Faith’.



Home Corporation (HC)

Officers of HC met on Nov 21, 2024, to discuss activities and pay bills. Key interest points:
Conducted the fifth HC Raffle and the winners were: Marshall Oberschlake - $40 winner, ticket
# 120; Kathy Cericola - $25 winner, ticket # 110; and David Johnston, $10 winner, ticket # 15.

Nov 23 (Work Party) — once again, tremendous turnout! We moved the furniture out of the
lounge and business meeting rooms in preparation for a professional carpet cleaning on Tuesday
Nov 27. Most of the group committed to returning on Sat Nov 30th to move the furniture back
to their respective locations.

No Work Party planned for December. However, should you see something that needs to be done
or acquired for the benefit of the Council, note it in the Maintenance Work Log located in the
business meeting room, on the right, just inside the door. The HC is here to help Council mem-
bers do whatever it can to help achieve the Council's mission.

Tuesday morning crew activities:

Assisted Professional Carpet Cleaners

Put up Christmas decorations

Installed security camera in hallway.

Preparation for K of C Christmas Open House party on Dec 19th
The next HC is December 19th at 6PM.

STAR COUNCIL 2023-2024
District Deputy Jeremy Begines had the honor of presenting the most prestigious Supreme award, Star
Council, to PGK Don Shepherd for leading Fairborn Council 3724 in exceeding all goals for the 2023-
2024 Fraternal year. This is the 13th time Fairborn Council has received this award, including an
unprecedented 3 years in a row! Congratulations to PGK Don Shepherd and all the Brother Knights
who contributed to the council's success!!



Financial Advisory Board (FAB)

The Council donated $2500 to each of 3 different charities. The charities with brief impact statements
are:

Operation Veteran and Caregiver Support (Piqua, OH) — PGK Erbacher
personally delivered a $2500 check on Nov 14t He provided the following
feedback: “I got a tour of their very small but effective set up, I saw their
pantry and the toys being donated for Christmas for families of veterans who
can't afford gifts. It takes an awful lot to move me emotionally anymore, but I
was touched by the dedication and desire that this small local team of
volunteers brought to their mission. When they saw the check, they were so
emotional they started tearing up and were profusive in their thanks and
gratitude.”

https://operationveterancaregiver.org

MHC/Fairborn St. Vincent DePaul — The Fairborn St. Vincent de Paul
Society conference received a generous gift from the Knights of Columbus
Council 3724. K of C, partners with SVdP, donated $2500 to setve the
Fairborn, OH community. The funds will support approximately 50 families,
single mothers and children, as well as others in need of food or who have
fallen behind on rent or utility payments. Although the 2024 autumn has been
unseasonably warm, 2025 is soon upon us with anticipated rate hikes, increas-
es in rent, but still growing cost to feed young children.

National Centre for Padre Pio (Barto, PA) - A donation of $2500 was made to the National Centre
for Padre Pio, in honor of our brother, Paul Pitstick, as Council 3724’s expression of recognition, grati-
tude and appreciation in Paul’s worship experiences with Padre Pio while serving our country during
WWIL Paul’s family is in the process of gathering artifacts, i.e., pictures, CD tapes, letters and newspa-
per articles which GK Tom Pitstick plans to personally deliver in the next few mos. These artifacts will
be placed on permanent display in the St Pio Museum & Culture Center. Brother Paul will celebrate his
102th birthday on Dec 13th, one of the few remaining WWII veterans.

Links of Interests: Info@padtepio.org ; https:/ /www.facebook.com/PadrePiolnc/

Reflection: As noted above, through the grace of God, the Fairborn Knights, unmotivated by self-
interest; and through their talents, dedication and generosity, have practiced benevolent goodwill and
love of humanity. The Knights, as well as their beneficiaries, have much to be thankful for...thank you
God. Happy Thanksgiving! And A very Merry Christmas!
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Financial Advisory Board Fraternal Year 2024-2025

As of July 1, 2024, new Fraternal year, the Financial Advisory Board will consist of:
Grand Knight: Tom Pitstick

Deputy Grand Knight: Matt Justice

Trustee: PGK Don Shepherd

Council Treasurer: Bro. Larry DeWitt

Home Corp President: PGK Frank Minnick

Home Corp Treasurer: PGK Herman Karhoff

1st Year At-Large Member: PGK Gene Erbacher

2nd Year At-Large Member: Bro. Steve Glass

The next FAB meeting is scheduled for January 30, 2025.

3724 Annual Memorial Mass

On November 16, the annual Council 3724 Memorial Mass was held with Father Jason Bedel officiating at
Mary Help of Christians Church. Council members helped serve and usher during the Mass and council
families assembled in a reserved section to celebrate Mass. A memorial table was arranged in the back of
the church, adorned with candles and the pictures of fallen brothers. Following Mass, a prayer service was
held with attending brothers, their families, and the widows and families of fallen brothers. A dessert
reception was then held in the Council 3724 Hall to pay tribute and share memories. This year we bid
farewell to Brother Robert Goecke. His wife, Fran, was in attendance. Other brothers were also
remembered whose families were in attendance, including Brother Ed Kempf, Brother David Kempf,
Brother Chris Kerley, Brother David Cypher, PGK Bill Gazzerro, and PGK Ron Limbaugh. May their
souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.

CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY
The Catholic Church will celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family on Sunday, December 29, 2024. Council
3724 will simultaneously celebrate the Consecration to the Holy Family at the same mass. The Council will
make Consecration to the Holy Family prayer cards and instructions for the Consecration available for pa-
rishioners at the back of Church for a couple weeks leading up to the event. A poster with the image of the
Holy Family in the back of Church and the Church Bulletin will announce the event. The Knights of Co-
lumbus uses this celebration to help strengthen parish families and revitalize parishes. Through this event,
Council 3724 invites our Brothers and each Mary, Help of Christians’ family to consecrate themselves to the
Holy Family and to devote themselves to the ideal model of familial love set by Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
Families are asked to say the family prayer together, celebrate the Sacrament of reconciliation, and intention-
ally fast from something for the week leading up to the consecration. Council 3724 will recite the family
prayer together at our December Business Meeting and again with the Church congregation preceding the
Feast of the Holy Family/Consecration to the Holy Family Mass.
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NINE MONTH NOVENA
O Virgin Mother of God, we fly to your
protection and beg your intercession against
the darkness and sin which ever more envelop
the world and menace the Church. Your Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ, gave you to us as our
mother as He died on the Cross for our
salvation. So too, in 1531, when darkness and
sin beset us, He sent you, as Our Lady of
Guadalupe, on Tepeyac to lead us to Him Who
alone is our light and our salvation. Through
your apparitions on Tepeyac and your abiding
presence with us on the miraculous mantle of
your messenger, Saint Juan Diego, millions of
souls converted to faith in your Divine Son.
Through this novena and our consecration to
you, we humbly implore your intercession for
our daily conversion of life to Him and the
conversion of millions more who do not yet
believe in Him. In our homes and in our
nation, lead us to Him Who alone wins the
victory over sin and darkness in us and in the
wortld. Unite our hearts to your Immaculate
Heart so that they may find their true and
lasting home in the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus. Ever guide us along the pilgrimage of
life to our eternal home with Him. So may our hearts, one with yours, always trust in God's promise of
salvation, in His never-failing mercy toward all who turn to Him with a humble and contrite heart.
Through this novena and our consecration to you, O Virgin of Guadalupe, lead all souls in America
and throughout the world to your Divine Son in Whose name we pray. Amen.

Patris Corde Prayer

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer. Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God entrusted his only
Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show
yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend
us from every evil. Amen

PRAY THE ROSARY AS OFTEN AS YOU CAN, PLEASE COME
EARLY TO THE BUSINESS MEETING (7 PM) AND PRAY THE
ROSARY WITH YOUR BROTHER KNIGHTS.
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INSURANCE CORNER

Four parts of retirement: Phase four
Okay, if you’ve been following along in my articles, you’ve read about the first phases that
lead to retitement. The final phase is care. At some point, hopefully a very advanced age,
you will need to slow down. You will no longer be able to care for yourself. At that point,
you will need to have assets available to provide much needed care, either at home orin a
care facility. As you probably know, the cost of care continues to rise. How do you plan to
cover these costs? Government programs might not be available or might require you to
spend down your assets leaving your family with little. The best way to handle the cost of
care in the future is to plan ahead today. The Knights of Columbus offers long-term care
insurance that can cover at home or facility care costs. It has many benefits and our premiums are
competitive with any other company. The Knights of Columbus, is in a position to help you with every
phase. Life insurance, disability insurance, guaranteed retirement plans that turn into guaranteed income
streams when you retire, and long term care. There is no reason to go elsewhere as you prepare.
Give me a call.
Robert Hernandez
Knights of Columbus Insurance Field Agent # 18446
robert.hernandez@kofc.org 937-689-2202

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

For Pilgrims Of Hope

Let us pray that the coming Church Jubilee Year 2025 strengthens us in our faith;
helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in the midst of our lives, transforming us
into pilgrims of Christian hope.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Health and Healing requests are entered into the council’s prayer book prior to the business meeting. If
you can’t make a meeting and have a name you wish to include in the Santa Maria prayer intentions,
please call the council hall and leave a message ot send an email to Santamaria @3724kofc.org

Repose of the Souls: Mary Bogemann, Gary McCann

Health and Healing:

Archbishop Schnurr, Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer, PGK John Wolfe, PGK Herman Karhoff, Charlie Lumpp,
Dave Banazak, John Martin, Chuck Shaffer, Michael Gaudir, Helen Adams, Kitty Justice, Aileen
Erbacher, Paul David Avery Jr, Ray & Regina Daley, Nam Mac, Jay Leonard, Brenda Whytal, Rose
Yosick, Mary Alice Paxson, Marge Hueston, Lisa Caldwell, Kathy Thompson, Kim Sees, Marilyn Dues,
Cathy Lumpp, Cathy Bendall, L.ou Nava, Addalyn Gibson, Gayle Beck, Carolyn Huey, Trish Huey, Jean
Decenzo, Don & Pam Ward, Carol Maiorano, Margaret Adams, John Batlow, Larry Esses, Alicia
DeWitt, Beverly LeFevre, Tony Ragozzine, Dave Black, Kim Gros, Steve Kosey, Baby Henry, Cecilia
Prewitt, Jeremy Begines DD#5, Cal Smith and Rita Bland.

PRAYER FOR HEALTH AND HEALING
Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, may Your healing hand rest upon me, may Your lifegiving powers
flow into every cell of my body and into the depths of my soul, cleansing, purifying, restoring me to
wholeness and strength for service in Your Kingdom. Amen.
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December Events

Dec 1 Advent Begins Dec2  4th Degree Mecting

Dec4  BINGO Dec5  Trustees Meeting

Dec8  Breakfast with St. Nick Dec9  Immaculate Conception

Dec 11 Kof C BINGO Dec 12 Business Meeting

Dec 15 K of C Parish Breakfast Dec 18 BINGO

Dec 19  Home Corp Meeting Dec 19 PGK Christmas Open House
Dec 25  Merry Christmas! Dec 26 Lecturer Meeting

Dec 28  Corporate Communion OLQP Dec 29  Corporate Communion MHC

Dec 30  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

January Preview

Happy New Year, Trustees Meeting, 4th Degree Meeting, K of C Parish Breakfast, K of C
BINGO, K of C 5th BINGO Night, Business Meeting, Home Corp Meeting, Home Corp
Work Party, Lecturer Meeting, FAB Meeting, PGK Meeting, National March for Life
Washington, D.C., K of C Pro Life Italian Dinner

BUSINESS MEETING ATTENDANCE

The 2nd Thursday on each month, we pray the Rosary at 7:00 pm which is followed by our business meeting.
Please attend, stay after the meeting and socialize with your brother knights. Every Thursday there’s a
Pot-of-Gold drawing. Entry fee is 50 cents and you are required to sign your name in “The Book”.

At 10:00 pm on the meeting night and at 9:30 pm on the other Thursdays there’s a random drawing from
our membership pool. The name of the winner drawn wins the Pot-of-Gold if they completed the entry
requirements.

Knight of the Month Family of the Month
DGK Matt Justice Herb & Maureen Edwards
SANTA MARIA WEBMASTER
Gene Erbacher, PGK Russell Milliron, PGK
Santamaria@3724kofc.org webmaster@3724kofc.org

The Santa Maria is a free monthly publication of the
Fairborn Knights of Columbus Council 3724.
934 N. Maple Ave. Fairborn, Ohio 45324
937-878-2909



