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Grand Knight’s Corner

Brothers,

We arrived in Paris late afternoon and checked into our hotel. We had a nice
group dinner at a nearby Italian restaurant. One of our fellow pilgrims
suggested we take a river boat ride on the Seine River. We made our way via
public transportation down to the river, very close to the Eiffel tower. We
boarded the river boat about dusk. It was a cool but very pleasant evening.
The boat traveled downstream past Notre-Dame. Notre-Dame is actually on
a 56 acre island in the middle of the Seine named Ile de la cite. The boat
turned and headed upstream on the opposite side of the island. There are a
great number of landmarks and important buildings along the river. By now
they were all illuminated and very scenic, there is a tremendous amount of
nightlife along the river with many, many people walking along it and
enjoying the evening.

The next day we started with Mass at The Chapel of Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medel. Father Martin had the privilege of saying Mass for us and
a number of others at the main Alter. This chapel was built in 1815 and is
still home to the Daughters of Charity, an order founded by Saint Vincent
de Paul. It was in this very Chapel that The Blessed Virgin appeared 3 times
to Saint Catherine Laboure in 1830. When Catherine was 9 her mother died,
shortly after she stood in front of a statue of Our Lady in her home and
said,” Now dear Blessed Mother, you will be my mother.”. When Mary
appeared to her, She asked Catherine to have a medal created and gave her
the images for both sides of it. Mary told her FOR THOSE WHO WEAR
IT WITH CONFIDANCE, THERE WILL BE ABUNDANT GRACE.
Catherine only told her confessor Father Aladel about all of this. He was not
receptive to her message and forbad her to even think about it. This was a
terrible blow for her. Catherine let a little time pass then spoke to Father
Aladel again about The Blessed Virgin’s request. He must have been more
receptive this time.

In February of 1832 a terrible outbreak of cholera hit Paris and caused
20,000 deaths. In June of the same year the Daughters of Charity began
distributing 2000 medical that they had made at Father Aladel’s request.
Cures accumulated as did protection from the disease and conversions. The
people of Paris began to call the medal miraculous.
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Grand Knight’s Column (cont.)

Saint Catherine kept all of this between herself and her Confessor Father Aldel even though she knew
that countless miracles were being performed because of the medal. Shortly before her death in 1876 she
told her Mother Superior that she was the Sister of the Miraculous Medal. At that time there were more
than a BILLION medals around the world. Today it is the most well known and worn medal in the
world. Shortly after her death her Superior broke the news that Sister Catherine was the one that had
seen and touched the Blessed Virgin Mary. She was canonized a Saint by Pope Pius XII in 1947.

If you would like a Miraculous medal for yourself or someone else, I have them for the asking and it
would be my honor to give you one. To be continued.

Vivat Jesus, Tom







Pastor Fr. Bedel

954 N. Maple Ave,

Fairborn OH, 45324
patishoffice@mbhcpatish.org

Father Alex Biryomumeisho
324 S Ohio Ave.

Sidney, OH 45365
bitryolexom(@gmail.com

Seminarian Joe Carner
9090 Wildcat Road

Tipp City, Ohio 45371
Joe@carners.com
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Any3 Things Podcast with Fr. Ambrose

Fr. Ambrose has launched a podcast for the St Michael the Archangel Family of

Parishes in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Serving Mary, Help of Christians,

Sacred Heart, Saint Brigid, Saint Augustine, Saint Luke, and Saint Paul parishes.

Fr. Ambrose will talk about Any 3 Things that would be good for us all to

know! You can listen on our podcast website by clicking on the microphone in
the banner towatd the top of any of the web pages. It's also available on the Amazon Music and
PodBean apps.  https://any3things.podbean.com/

Facebook
Our council has a substantial social media presence fostered by our current Financial Secretary PGK
Russ Milliron, aided by PGK Grant Kempf. Follow your council at;
https:/ /www.facebook.com/3724kofc



Mary Help of Christians / Knights of Columbus Men of Faith Fellowship
Needing encouragement or an opportunity to share with other men of faith — men of like mind and
heart? Our Men of Faith fellowship meets twice monthly to do just that! Join us at St Francis Hall
from 8 — 9 a.m. on the first and third Saturday of each month. Come at 7:30 a.m. for bagels and
fair-trade coffee. We then gather to sing, pray, read and discuss Sunday scripture readings from 8-9 a.m.
Come join us! You will be affirmed and encouraged in your walk with our Lord Jesus Christ and be
blessed by fellowship with other ‘Men of Faith’.

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to Knight of the Month, Brother Rob Hernandez. As our steller insurance agent,
he is always helping Brothers and their families plan for the future and guide them through the
tough times in life. In his spare time he establishes Spanish councils throughout the state and works
hard at recruiting new members for our council. Thanks for all you dol!

FAMILY OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to Family of the Month, PGK Grant & Cathy Kempf. Brother Grant is a Trustee
and supports all that we do in our Council. Cathy is a dedicated call taker for Saint Vincent DePaul,
listening to and trying to fulfill the needs of our most vulnerable neighbors. Together they support
the food pantry in providing food and hygiene products to those in need. Thank you for all you do!

St. Michael the Archangel
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of
the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the
Power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl through the world seeking the ruin
of souls. Amen.

Parish Breakfast

The next Parish Breakfast will be on March 9, 2025. We will start serving in the Parish Center
Cafeteria at 9:30 and will continue until 11:00. We will be featuring our same popular menus of
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, pancakes, hash browns, toast, omelets made to order, biscuits and
gravy. You’'ll get all this for $10 for adults, $5v for children under 10. Come and join your fellow
Knights and Patishioners for some good food and even better company.

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS? ASK ANY CURRENT
MEMBER. CALL 937-878-2909 OR EMAIL. ~ GRANDKNIGHT@3724KOFC.COM

Mary, Mother of God, mother of all, who bore and
raised the Son of God, who sought to bring peace
into the world. You treasured all you saw in your
heart, as the fruit of your womb poured out love and
mercy to each of us in our own personal way. Pray
for us and be with us, that we may remember that we
are also treasured in your heart. Help us to always
remind others that they are just as treasured, that the
world may know a true and just peace. Amen.



MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR'S CORNER

When you are talking with a new prospect, and he asks you what the Knights of
Columbus stand for, could you tell him? We all know from our own initiation
into the Otrder that our four basic principles are Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and
(for Fourth Degtree) Patriotism. But what do they mean? Here’s a brief
description from the Supreme website about each of our core principles which
energize all the good works we do:

Charity — Our Catholic faith teaches us to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.”
Members of the Knights of Columbus show love for their neighbors by
conducting food drives and donating the food to local soup kitchens and food
pantries, by volunteering at Special Olympics, and by supporting, both spiritually
and materially, mothers who choose life for their babies. Knights recognize that
our mission, and our faith in God, compels us to action. There is no better way
to experience love and compassion than by helping those in need, a call we
answer every day.

Unity — None of us is as good as all of us. Members of the Knights of
Columbus all know that — together — we can accomplish far more than any of us
could individually. So, we stick together...we support one another. That doesn’t
mean that we always agree or that there is never a difference of opinion. It does
mean that — as a Knight of Columbus — you can count on the support and
encouragement of your brother Knights as you work to make life better in

your parish and community.

Fraternity — Blessed Michael J. McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus, in
large part, to aid the widows and children left behind when the family bread-
winner died — often prematurely. The Order’s top-rated insurance program
continues to do this today, as do the good works of individual Knights, who
gave more than 75.6 million service hours in 2017, illustrating how Catholics
serve each other in fraternity and mercy.

Patriotism — Members of the Knights of Columbus, be they Americans,
Canadians, Mexicans, Cubans, Filipinos, Poles, or Dominicans, are patriotic
citizens. We are proud of our devotion to God and country and believe in
standing up for both. Whether it’s in public or private, the Knights remind the
world that Catholics support their nations and are amongst the greatest citizens.
The next time you approach a prospect, be prepared to share our principles with
him. I hope this helps.

Don't forget to add Join Us | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org) as
an app to your cell phone. It's a lot easier to sign someone up and get infor-
mation to him immediately. Remember, all online member applications with the
Promo Code RHERNANDEZ (the code from our K of C Insurance Repre-
sentative) will receive twelve months of online membership free. You can also
use the promo code BLESSEDMCGIVNEY. Here is the link to the step-by-
step process of using the online application (Click on the link). 1a871ala-64bb-
4£8£-8230-840e4651b85a.pdf (constantcontact.com)

Name Tags: If you need a new Council 3724 and/or Fourth Degree name tag,
see Brothers Mark Dues or Herb Edwards at the next business meeting. The

cost per tag is $5.00. Happy New Year, Brothers! Vivat Jesus! Mark

Happy New Year, Brothers! Vivat Jesus!  Mark
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GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE!
If you are able, please consider donating blood this weekend at the Mary, Help of Christians Parish
Center. Appointments preferred but walk ins welcome. What a great way to start the Lenten Season.

Financial Advisory Board Fraternal Year 2024-2025

As of July 1, 2024, new Fraternal year, the Financial Advisory Board will consist of:
Grand Knight: Tom Pitstick

Deputy Grand Knight: Matt Justice

Trustee: PGK Don Shepherd

Council Treasurer: Bro. Larry DeWitt

Home Corp President: PGK Frank Minnick

Home Cotp Treasurer: PGK Herman Karhoff

1st Year At-Large Member: PGK Gene Erbacher

2nd Year At-Large Member: Bro. Steve Glass

The next FAB meeting is scheduled for May 29, 2025 at 6:30 PM



Home Corporation (HC)
Officers of HC met on Feb 20, 2025, to discuss activities and pay bills. Key member interest points:

¢ Conducted the eighth HC Raffle and the winners were: Carol Jones - $40 winner, ticket
# 89; Bro Herb Edwards (dual winner) - $25 winner, ticket # 190 and $10 winner, ticket
# 188.

e Reminder, should you see something that needs to be done or acquired for the benefit of the
Council, note it in the Maintenance Work Log located in the business meeting room, on the
right, just inside the door. The HC is here to help Council members do whatever it can to
help achieve the Council's mission.

Next Meeting: Mar 20, 2025, 7:00 PM  Meetings are open to all K of C 3724 members.

Tuesday morning crew activities (Feb): Installed floodlights in the hallway entrance to K of C Cham-
bers. Worked on plans for upcoming events (i.e., Reverse Raffle (Feb 22nd; FYI Fundraiser Dinner
(Mar 15th); Parish Mission Dinner (Mar 18th) and Men’s Retreat (Mar 29th).

Next Work Party: March 22, 2025 We have chairs to recover, Tool Room re-organization, cabinet
painting in boiler room and general cleaning of carpeted area.

Men’s Retreat
The Fairborn Knights of Columbus will be hosting a Men’s Retreat at the K of C Chambers (located
behind the Mary Help of Christians (MHC) School) on March 29, 2025. Men from MHC, Our Lady
Queen of Peace, Sacred Heart, St. John Bosco Parishes, brother knights, and friends are invited. We
have a great day planned around the theme, Pope’s Jubilee 2025 - “Pilgrims of Hope”. The 2025 Jubilee
Year, proclaimed by Pope Francis, invites Catholics around the world to embark upon a journey of
profound spiritual renewal. Rooted in the theme of “Hope”, this Holy Year calls upon us to deepen are
relationship with God. “Hope” gives us a purpose, gives us direction, gives us a sense of moving
towards something that is true, beautiful and great.

Plan to spend the day starting at 8:30 am with coffee, juice, and breakfast pastries. Our featured
speakers are Deacon Max Roadruck, Fr. Michael Holloran and Fr. Tim Fahey (WSU Chaplain).
They will enlighten us on the Biblical and Historical Origins of Jubilee Years. Inspired by Romans 5:5:
"Hope does not disappoint.”, we will leatn what St. Michael The Archangel Family of Parishes has
planned to rekindle our trust in God’s promises; and “how” we (our Council & community) can renew
our trust in God and spread “Hope” to others.

Lunch and snacks will be provided by the Knights at no charge. The agenda will accommodate time for
prayer (i.e., Rosary), allow time for those wanting to receive the sacrament of Penance (3:00-3:45 PM),
and attend 4 PM Mass, our K of C Corporate Communion Mass at MHC (date changed from March
30th to the 29th).

Please mark your calendars to save this date for this special event. There will be a sign-up sheet in the
Fairborn K of C lounge, or you can RSVP to PGK Herman Karhoff, (937) 361-2758. Please leave a
message if no one answers your call.



Fairborn Knights Hosting Family & Youth Initiatives (FYI) Dinner
(March 15th, 2025)
You are invited to join us at this fundraising dinner, planned for March 15th, 2025, at the Mary Help of
Christians Parish Center. Doors open at 5:00 pm, dinner will be served at 5:30 pm. The evening will be
filled with delicious food, impactful conversation, and fun! Dinner menu features pulled pork, plus sides
and a dessert. Tickets for the event are $15 per adult, $5 per child (16 & under), with a maximum family
price (for 2 adults and children) of $40. Group pricing is also available on the registration website,

fyiohio.org. Pre-event registration is recommended so we know how much food to prepare. You can
register today at BLOOMWITHFYL.EVENTBRITE.COM.

This event will highlight how FYT is making a difference in our community and share its mission to
empower families and provide hope. They engage, equip, encourage, and rescue families and children
from potential trauma. Focus this year will be on FYI’s Parenting Network. The Parenting Network has
four locations to setve expectant mothers, fathers, and parents/guardians of infants and children.
Parents/guardians receive the education and support necessary to maintain a healthy pregnancy. This
support continues after delivery, ensuring parents/guardians receive the support and resources required
to provide their children with a safe, healthy home environment. Participants meet with Parent Educators
for support and education on pregnancy, parenting, and life skills. As they complete lessons, they earn
necessary material items such as cribs, car seats, diapers, etc.

All proceeds will benefit the Family & Youth Initiatives mission. We hope to see you there!

Setup will start at 1 PM on Mar 14th (Friday afternoon) at the MHCPC. We could use some help from
the Knights. Contact PGK Herman Karhoff at (937) 361-2758.

DINNER WITH OUR FATHERS
The St. Michael The Archangel Family of Parishes (SMAFP), sponsored by Mary of Help of Christians
(MHC), will host a DINNER WITH OUR FATHERS dinner event on March 27 (Thursday), 2025. The
event will be held in the MHC Parish Center, 6:00-8:30 PM. The purpose is threefold: 1) to enjoy some
great food (it’s free) provided by MHC; 2) to foster an informal setting where parishioners can meet with
our Priests, Deacons, Directors, School Principals and Administration; and 3) to provide an opportunity
to ask any questions you may have about the Beacon of Light process, and the transformation of our
individual parishes to one Canonical Parish, St. Michael The Archangel.

Examples of topics for which you may have questions: Mass Schedules, Priests Assignments, Merging of
existing Parish finances, allocation of funds, changes in or elimination of parish ministries, personnel
assignments, etc. The intent is to encourage a flow of information exchange, mitigate rumors, to better
understand the way forward in this transformation journey.

Please RSVP to Ms. Julie Sewell, (937) 878-8353 on or before March 24, 2025, to ensure sufficient food
preparation and seating arrangements.
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NINE MONTH NOVENA
O Virgin Mother of God, we fly to your
protection and beg your intercession against
the darkness and sin which ever more envelop
the world and menace the Church. Your Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ, gave you to us as our
mother as He died on the Cross for our
salvation. So too, in 1531, when darkness and
sin beset us, He sent you, as Our Lady of
Guadalupe, on Tepeyac to lead us to Him Who
alone is our light and our salvation. Through
your apparitions on Tepeyac and your abiding
presence with us on the miraculous mantle of
your messenger, Saint Juan Diego, millions of
souls converted to faith in your Divine Son.
Through this novena and our consecration to
you, we humbly implore your intercession for
our daily conversion of life to Him and the
conversion of millions more who do not yet
believe in Him. In our homes and in our
nation, lead us to Him Who alone wins the
victory over sin and darkness in us and in the
wortld. Unite our hearts to your Immaculate
Heart so that they may find their true and
lasting home in the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus. Ever guide us along the pilgrimage of
life to our eternal home with Him. So may our hearts, one with yours, always trust in God's promise of
salvation, in His never-failing mercy toward all who turn to Him with a humble and contrite heart.
Through this novena and our consecration to you, O Virgin of Guadalupe, lead all souls in America
and throughout the world to your Divine Son in Whose name we pray. Amen.

Patris Corde Prayer

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer. Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God entrusted his only
Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show
yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend
us from every evil. Amen

PRAY THE ROSARY AS OFTEN AS YOU CAN, PLEASE COME
EARLY TO THE BUSINESS MEETING (7 PM) AND PRAY THE
ROSARY WITH YOUR BROTHER KNIGHTS.
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Ohio Charities Super Cash Bonanza 2024
The Ohio Charities campaign is underway and will once again provide a decent return to our council in
money we can use locally. The tickets are $5.00 with the council retaining $2.40 of every ticket sold.
The state chairman is also authorizing some additional incentives for making eatly turn ins etc. The
drawing will be held at the State Convention in Cleveland May of 2025. Prize winners will be published
in the June 2023 Santa Maria. Your hard work last year helped 3724 sell over 1300 tickets, netting the
council over $4,700. Some of the charities we supported are; Food for Families, 2nd Harvest Food
Bank, St. Vincent DePaul, Coats for Kids, Family and Youth Initiatives, various Right to Life activities
including sponsoring the Right to Life Wash DC trip and various Veteran’s program.

The all-important first phase of the campaign has begun. Ten tickets were mailed out to each
registered member of 3724 on Feb 15th so you should be receiving your tickets shortly if you haven’t
already. It is critical that we sell/buy as many tickets as possible before the first state turn-in date.
These tickets net the council the biggest rebate. Final turn in for the first phase will be Thursday
March 20, 2025, so we can make the deadline. The final turn in for phase 2 will be Thursday May 1,
2025 so we can make the May cutoff prior to the convention. Tickets can be turned in any Thursday
night at the Hall, at Bingo, or mailed to 934 N Maple Ave, Fairborn, OH 45324.

Please make checks payable to K of C Council #3724
The ticket stub must have a full name and address or full name and ten-digit phone number. The name

must be an individual, not a parish or organization. Please contact PGK Gene Erbacher for additional
tickets at (gene.etbacher@gmail.com) ot (937) 477-5669.

Checks and stubs can be mailed directly to the hall at; or directly to me at;
KofC Council 3724 PGK Gene Erbacher
934 N. Maple Ave. 1442 Wedgewood Dr.
Fairborn, OH 45324 Fairborn, OH 45324

On behalf of your Grand Knight thank you brothers for any help you can give. PGK Gene
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INSURANCE CORNER

SIMPLE THINGS
Sometimes it is easy to overlook the simplest of things. Take the beneficiaries on your life
insurance policies. If your policy was applied for and issued several years ago, it could
very well be that the beneficiary originally designated to receive the proceeds from that
policy needs to be updated. If you bought the policy when you were single, for example,
you may have named your parents as beneficiaries. If you have since been married, that
could be updated to reflect your spouse, and even your children. Most people list a
primary beneficiary — that person is specifically designated as the first in priotity to receive
policy proceeds. We also encourage the naming of a contingent beneficiary — an alternate
person designated to receive policy proceeds, usually in the event that the original beneficiaty pre-deceases
the insured. I routinely call all of our policyholders for annual review appointments, usually near the
anniversary date of your policy — the date it was originally issued. One of the matters that I’ll discuss
during this review is the status of your beneficiary designations. If they need updating, and they often do,
I can complete the paperwork during that appointment. I look forward to meeting with each of you.
Give me a call.
Robert Hernandez
Knights of Columbus Insurance Field Agent # 18446
robert.hernandez@kofc.org 937-689-2202

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

For families in crisis
For families in crisis. Let us pray that broken families might discover the cure for

their wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering each other’s gifts even in their
differences.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Health and Healing requests are entered into the council’s prayer book prior to the business meeting. If
you can’t make a meeting and have a name you wish to include in the Santa Maria prayer intentions,
please call the council hall and leave a message ot send an email to Santamaria @3724kofc.org

Repose of the Souls: Regina Daley

Health and Healing:

Archbishop Schnurr, Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer, PGK John Wolfe, PGK Herman Karhoff, Charlie Lumpp,
Dave Banazak, John Martin, Chuck Shaffer, Michael Gaudir, Helen Adams, Kitty Justice, Paul David
Avery Jr, Ray & Regina Daley, Nam Mac, Jay Leonard, Brenda Whytal, Rose Yosick, Mary Alice Paxson,
Marge Hueston, Lisa Caldwell, Kathy Thompson, Kim Sees, Marilyn Dues, Cathy Lumpp, Cathy
Bendall, Lou Nava, Addalyn Gibson, Gayle Beck, Carolyn Huey, Trish Huey, Jean Decenzo, Don & Pam
Ward, Carol Maiorano, Margaret Adams, John Barlow, Larry Esses, Alicia DeWitt, Beverly LeFevre,
Tony Ragozzine, Dave Black, Kim Gros, Steve Kosey, Baby Henry, Cecilia Prewitt, Jeremy Begines
DD#5, Cal Smith, Larry DeWitt, PGK Jim McCoy, John & Brenda Whittemore, Paul & Pat Pitstick.

PRAYER FOR HEALTH AND HEALING
Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, may Your healing hand rest upon me, may Your lifegiving powers
flow into every cell of my body and into the depths of my soul, cleansing, purifying, restoring me to
wholeness and strength for service in Your Kingdom. Amen.
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March Events

Mar 2 K of C Youth Carnival Mar 5 ASH WEDNESDAY (NO BINGO)
Mar 6 Trustees Meeting Mar 8 Blood Drive

Mar 9 K of C Parish Breakfast Mar 9 Daylight Savings Time Begins

Mar 10 4th Degree Meeting Mar 12 K of C BINGO

Mar 13 Business Meeting Mar 15 FYI Dinner

Mar 16 Lenten Mission at St. Luke Mar 17 Lenten Mission at St. Brigid
Mar 18 Lenten Mission at MHC Mar 19 BINGO

Mar 20 Spring Begins! Mar 20 Home Corp Meeting
Mar 26 BINGO Mar 27 Lecturer Meeting
Mar 29 K of C Lenten Retreat Mar 29 Corporate Communion at MHC

Mar 29 Corporate Communion at OLQP
April Preview

BINGO, Trustees Meeting, K of C Parish Breakfast, 4th Degree Meeting, K of C BINGO, Business
Meeting, Home Corp Meeting, Home Corp Work Party, Blue Coat Awards Dinner, Happy Easter

BUSINESS MEETING ATTENDANCE

The 2nd Thursday on each month, we pray the Rosary at 7:00 pm which is followed by our business meeting.
Please attend, stay after the meeting and socialize with your brother knights. Every Thursday there’s a
Pot-of-Gold drawing. Entry fee is 50 cents and you are required to sign your name in “The Book”.

At 10:00 pm on the meeting night and at 9:30 pm on the other Thursdays there’s a random drawing from
our membership pool. The name of the winner drawn wins the Pot-of-Gold if they completed the entry
requirements.

Knight of the Month Family of the Month

Bro Rob Hernandez PGK Grant & Cathy Kempf
SANTA MARIA WEBMASTER
Gene Erbacher, PGK Russell Milliron, PGK
Santamaria@3724kofc.org webmaster@3724kofc.org

The Santa Maria is a free monthly publication of the
Fairborn Knights of Columbus Council 3724.
934 N. Maple Ave. Fairborn, Ohio 45324
937-878-2909



