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Pastor Father Jason Bedel
954 N. Maple Ave,

Fairborn OH, 45324
parishoffice@mhcparish.org

Pastor of St Michael The Archangel Family Of
Parishes

Father Alex Biryomumeisho
324 S Ohio Ave.

Sidney, OH 45365
biryolexom@gmail.com

Father Alex is traveling to visit his family in
Uganda. Please keep him in your prayers.

St. Michael the Archangel
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protec-
tion against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God
rebuke him we humbly pray; and do Thou, O Prince of the Heav-
enly Host, by the Power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the
evil spirits, who prowl! through the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.
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For great daily inspirational prayers, follow Facebook page
Bl Father Michael McGivney—PH

PRAY THE ROSARY AS OFTEN AS YOU CAN, PLEASE COME
EARLY TO THE BUSINESS MEETING (7 PM) AND PRAY THE
ROSARY WITH YOUR BROTHER KNIGHTS.

SAVE THE DATE

MHC / K of C Blood Drive.
March 14. Be the reason
for someone’s heartbeat.

SAVE A LIFE

GIVE BLOOD

SAVE THE DATE

LENTEN

MISSION,

MARCH8-10 4-830PM

RCH & - ST LUKE | MARCH 9 - ST, BRIGID | MARCH 10 - MARY, HELP OF

K of C Corporate Communion.

March 29. 8:30 AM Mass MHC
This is and has always been an im-
portant activity for our Council to
gather together, show our Fellowship,
show our Faith, show our Brother-
hood. PLEASE put this on your
calendar and plan to attend
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Hasta luego

If you were not at the January Business meeting, then you missed a weighty
piece of news. Rob Hernandez announced that he will be moving farther north
to the Toledo area as most of his insurance councils are located in that region
and it also dovetails with his duties to the State Office as the Hispanic Member-
ship Coordinator. His physical presence at our meetings and hall will be missed
but he is maintaining his membership in Council 3724.

I've been thinking about 2010 when | sponsored Rob into the Knights and into our council. He
likes to joke around and say | twisted his arm, maybe there was a little bit of that, but | knew
he needed the Knights because he needed a stalwart group of fellas to help him through some
pretty heavy times much like | did when | joined in 1993. Even | had no idea what Rob joining
our council would lead to. | can say | think he found the purpose God wanted for him.

Adam’s original purpose was the care of Gods creation, the land and animals and even after
they had to leave Eden that purpose never changed. God has the same sense of purpose en-
grained in all men. Maybe some of us are still searching, maybe some of us have found it. |
can say with certainty that Rob’s purpose is the Knights and the fundamental mission laid out
for us by Fr. McGivney.

When he became an insurance agent, he brought a depth of feeling and care to the ministry
that could only have come from his experience in the health care field and you only have to
have had a couple of interactions with him in his duty to know he is a different breed of agent.
Aside from that talk about following Jesus’s call to be a fisher of men. Rob is personally re-
sponsible for 100s of men joining the Knights of Columbus over the last six years. Calling men
to the mission, a living example of charity, unity and fraternity as envisioned in 1882.

Rob is a great Knight, and we are all better for having him in our lives as both a friend, Brother
and agent. | know God has great things in store for him as he starts the next stage of his jour-
ney.

Join me in wishing the best of luck to our Brother Knight Rob Hernandez. Council 3724’s histor-
ic “Fisher of Men” and Knight of the Year 2025.

God Bless you my friend, 3724 will always be your council home. Vivat Jesus

PGK Gene Erbacher.



2025 Football Frenzy Summary

My Brother Knights, this year’s football frenzy closed out with 313 tickets. That is the
highest level of participation 3724 has ever had and on behalf of the Grand Knight thank
you. The estimated rebate to the council is $2,500, and the tickets sold exceed the 75%
per capital credit mark of 254 tickets. This will give us a break somewhere around $400 off
our per capita tax to the state, overall returning roughly $3,000 to the council.

The last 2 years have really shown the benefit this program can have for the council.
This year will just be added to the example. 2023 was the first year since participation

began that we sold enough tickets to qualify for a per capita credit.

Some historical reference data.

Year Tickets Sales Rebate Per Capita Credit Donation PerCap Bill PerCap
Paid

2025 313  $6,260.00 $2,500* $450* $20.00 * *

2024 203  $4,060.00 $1,421 $300* $20.00 $1,205.00*  $905.00*

2023 218 $4,360.00 $1,635 $427.83 $20.00 $1,205.50 $777.67

2022 74 $1,480.00 $407 $0.00 $20.00 $1,136.50 $1,136.50

2021 80 $1,600.00 S440 $0.00 $20.00 $1,076.00 $1,076.00

2020 52 $1,040.00 $286 $0.00 $20.00 $1,152.50 $1,152.50

* = estimated, final accounting not complete at state for 2025

Of note is that the council had several winning tickets this year. So not only was it our
most successful sales year but also a record number of winning tickets.

Bro Phillip Young Week 1 Kim DeBusk Week 2
Mariah Reitz Bair Week 3 PGK Gene Erbacher Week 5
Bro Trevor Vorst Week 8 Bro Alan Meade Week 11 (Bonus Round)

May the Peace of Christ be with you all and a very Happy New Year.
PGK Gene Erbacher
Football Frenzy & Ohio Charities Chairman.




Italian Dinner Fundraiser

On January 17™, the Fairborn Council hosted a wonderful fundraiser for Brigid’s Path. The first
newborn recovery center in Ohio.

Knights served up spaghetti and meatballs, prepared by our own PGK Frank Carchedi, accom-
panied by a salad, garlic bread, and sherbert with pizzelles.

Brigid’s Path Volunteer, Savannah Leitchy gave a wonderful presentation on the great works
they do in support of babies and their mothers.

The well fed patrons were very generous in their donations to this worthy cause. PGK Milliron
then presented Savannah a check from Fairborn Council 3724 to help this most important
work.

Thanks to all who helped and supported this event.

gl T
DINNER
TODAY




KNIGHT OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to Knight of the Month, PGK Gene Erbacher. Brother Gene lead our

council through Covid, serving as Grand Knight for 5 years, keeping our council in good
financial shape through it all. He has served as the Editor of the Santa Maria, Super
Cash Bonanza Chairman and Football Frenzy Chairman for many years. Under his lead-
ership this year’s Football Frenzy has been the most successful year in terms of tickets
sold and money rebated to the council. Gene was a Trustee for 3 years and is now the
Council Treasurer, Thanks PGK Gene for all you do!

FAMILY OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to our Family of the Month, Membership Chairman Mark and
Marilyn Dues. This will be Mark’s 5t year as chairman and it looks like due to his
leadership efforts we will meet our membership quota again this year. Mark also
ushers at the WSU Basketball games which generated revenue for our council.
Both Mark and Marilyn are very active in Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish in the

Hospitality Ministry as Eucharistic Ministers.
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Congratulations!

A certificate of Honor & Patriotism in Recognition of PGK John Wolfe on his October 30,
2025 90th Birthday. The certificate was prepared by U.S. Senator Morano of Ohio and
presented to John A. Wolfe on Christmas Eve 12/24/25 at his residence in Ellenton,
Florida by Fairborn Knight, his Grandson and U.S. Coast Guard Intelligence Specialist,

Lyndon Engle.
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MARDI GRAS / CARNIVAL CELEBRATION

On Sunday, February 15th, Council 3724 will be
supporting the Mary Help of Christians (MHC)
Parish School of Religion (PSR) with a Mardi Gras
Carnival in the Parish Center. PSR will hold a Len-
ten celebration consisting of a parade, songs, King Cake desert, and
prayer immediately following Sunday Mass. Council 3724 families
and Parish families from MHC and Sacred Heart parishes are invited to celebrate Mardi
Gras not only with the PSR event, but also with a children's carnival and lunch after the
PSR event. Carnival games and crafts will be open to the children until 1PM. The
Council will provide free food and drinks to attending families. This celebration pro-

vides a nice outlet for the children from the long winter days.

Please bring the kids and grandkids

Dan Cyphers, Family Director




MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR'S CORNER

Where We Stand: Please welcome our newest member, John Snow. We now have 12 new
brothers toward our fraternal year goal of 15. Brothers, you are doing an awesome job.
Keep up the good work! We’re on Third heading for Home!
Taking the First Step: Sometimes, the hardest thing about recruiting is taking the first step.
Recruiting a new member can be as easy as asking him to join. Amazingly, many individuals
haven't joined the Knights simply because they have never been asked to join. When the
opportunity arrives, take the initiative and start a conversation with a potential prospect.
It’s the first step for recruiting on a one-on-one basis and can yield very positive results.
Once a conversation begins, be confident that you will be able to answer their questions, no
matter what direction the conversation will go. The Knights of Columbus, through its many
programs and activities, assists individuals in so many ways that there is sure to be some-
thing that will appeal to anyone who wants to help his community, Church, or family. To
ensure the best chances of recruiting a new member, refer to the checklist below.
Make sure you ask all the pertinent questions while talking with the prospect, including:
® His complete name and address,
®  Facts about his job,
® His parish affiliations and activities,
® Friends he has among present council members, and
Information on his wife and children.

All these facts can branch off into different areas: Knights of Columbus benefits, service pro-
jects, community involvement, or social events. Be prepared to answer any question he
may ask to make your council look its best. You only get one chance to make a first impres-
sion, so make sure you have all the answers and necessary materials ready at your disposal:

® The Knights of Columbus Supreme, State, and Councill 3724 websites, so he can learn
more and join online.

®  Facts on the Order’s insurance program. Pick up a brochure in our Council’s lobby to
learn more about the Knights insurance program.

® Aclear explanation of how membership has benefited you and your family; and

It may be good to also answer any questions his wife may have about the Knights of

Columbus.

After making the pitch and answering any questions, ask the prospect to join and assist him
in completing the “join process” online. The proposer should then follow through with the
new member by either escorting him to his in-person exemplification ceremony or helping
him complete the online exemplification 30-minute video. Finally, escort him to his first
council meeting.
Recruiting on the personal level helps the potential member understand that you are not
looking for numbers as much as you are looking for individuals like him. Let him know that
he is not only wanted as a member, but that his membership can take all aspects of his life
to new levels.
Don't forget to add www.kofc.org/join as an app to your cell phone. It's a lot easier to sign
someone up and get information to him immediately. Remember, all online member appli-
cations with the Promo Code RHERNANDEZ (the code from our K of C Insurance Repre-
sentative) will receive twelve months of online membership free. You can also use the pro-
mo code BLESSEDMCGIVNEY.
Happy Recruiting, Brothers!
Vivat Jesus!
Mark

©200' & Keana, .

ww hﬂllytircuss'cgm
“Remember what they said in church,
Mommy — FEED THE HUNGRY!"

¢ Fathér Forest said, ‘As you live,
so shall you die.’ I'll bet Billy
dies in a messy room.”

“You can't give a smile away.
It always comes back.”



Happy February Birthday to our Brother Knights

Tim Barlow Roger Bradbury David Corelli
Raymond Daley Don Dunn Thomas Engle
Steve Eviston Joseph Graf Jack Huey

Jeffery Karhoff Robert Minnick Jose Nava

Brent Peaden Patrick Richardson Matthew Rogalinski
Travis Rogalinski Michael Stock Austin Vorst

John P. Wolfe

Thursday Night Football
Football season is almost over but there are still some great sporting events to watch every
Thursday night in the Council Lounge. Come out, cheer on your favorite team and enjoy
the comraderies' of your fellow Knights.

Name Tags:
If you need a new Council 3724 and/or Fourth Degree name tag, see me, Brother Mark
Dues, or Brother Herb Edwards at the next business meeting. The cost per tag is $5.00. A
nice gesture would be for a sponsor to get a nametag for his new brother!

ATE UNSRSITY |, Do you like Basketball?
’{.r o BB - T

Join us for some Raider Roundball!!

Fairborn Knights have been ushering all the Wright
State Men’s home games for years.

If you would like you help, please contact

PGK Larry Begemann. 937-605-3359.
larrybogemann@gmail.com




Financial Advisory Board Fraternal Year 2025-2026

Grand Knight: Tom Pitstick Deputy Grand Knight: Tim Barlow

Trustee: PGK Don Shepherd Council Treasurer: PGK Gene Erbacher
Home Corp President: PGK Frank Minnick Home Corp Treasurer: PGK Herman Karhoff
1st Year At-Large Member: Bro. Steve Glass2nd Year At-Large Member: vacant

FAB met on January 29 to review charter and specifically the formulation used to determine
reserve amount prior to deciding charitable distributions. PGK Karhoff took action to rewrite

charter including CPl index, spreadsheets, and date updates to be reviewed at next meeting.

Next FAB meeting will be April 23 at 6:30 (1 week early because of Blue Coat Awards on 4/30.)

Spring Reverse Raffle 2026

Your Knights of Columbus Council’s annual Spring Reverse Raffle will be on February
21, 2026. Doors open at 5:00. The first ticket out will be at 6:00. Tickets are $40
which covers 2 adults admission, heavy hors d'oeuvres, soft drinks and a chance to
win prizes. A cash bar will be available. No one under the age of 18 is permitted to
attend. The first ticket drawn wins $100, last ticket drawn wins $2250. Additional
prizes will be awarded throughout the drawing. You need not be present to win. For
tickets call PGK Frank Minnick @ 937-522-0866 or email FMINN@aol.com, or any of
our members.

You can also purchase tickets by mail. Just send a check for $40 per ticket to us and
we will send your stub back to you. You can send it to:

K of C 3724 Reverse Raffle
Attn Frank Minnick

934 N Maple Avenue
Fairborn, Ohio 45324

11
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e This Month in History of Council 3724

February 8, 1963 Article

— New Council Chaplain
Fairborn Council has been most fortunate on the appointment of Fr.J. Thomas
Rolfes. as our Council Chaplain. Many Brother Knights know Father Rolfes as the
Assistant Pastor at Mary, Help of Christians. He is also known as the “flying Priest”
being a very able pilot and owning his own aircraft. As Chaplain of our Council Fa-
ther Rolfes is looking forward to welcoming a big class at the next installation.

Did you know?
The Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus has a new and improved
website? Check it out!!

kofc.org
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Council 3724 Supports Pro-Life

FAIRBORN 808
COUNCIL #3724 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS =37

Council 3724 has a history of supporting Pro-Life initiatives. Recently the Council donat-
ed $1000 to Carroll HS to support students traveling to DC to attend the 53" March for
Life. (see pictures on next 2 pages) The Theme for this year’s March was “Life is a Gift”.
God gives life, nourishes life, and takes life. Reference the Catechism of the Catholic
(CC) 2259-2262 for further Respect For Human Life teachings. The purpose of all
marches (Wash DC and San Fransico) was to celebrate life.

Current Landscape: Great progress has been made since the Supreme Court overturned
Roe vs Wade. While our local abortion center has yet to be shuttered, this has been a
banner year for the preborn. Over 70 Planned Parenthood clinics closed in 2025, which
is about 10% of their total clinics, primarily due to cuts in government funding (source:
Sarah Neely, Jan 23, 2026, Operation Rescue Press Release). President Donald Trump
signed the measure, prohibiting the use of federal tax monies to support abortion clinics
for a year. Because of this, reproductive health groups like Planned Parenthood cannot
get Medicare and Medicaid payments for a short time. A victory not only for the un-
born, but for taxpayers who are opposed to having their tax dollars spent on killing the
defenseless.

Currently, 21 states have enacted significant pro-life protections (source: Susan B. An-
thony Pro-Life America). In 2023, Ohioans (voters passed Issue 1 with 57% in favor vote)
supported abortion rights by passage of an amendment to the State Constitution guar-
anteeing reproductive rights, including the right to abortion. But the Ohio Supreme
Court, which underwent a significant change in the last election, will have the final say
on how those rights will be interpreted.

In case you didn’t know, 9 out of 10 Planned Parenthood facilities are located within
walking distance of a college campus. Some universities even give college credit for in-
ternships at Planned Parenthood. Planned Parenthood is attempting to set the sex-ed
curriculum of middle and high schools. They’ve recently pushed for “porn literacy in sex
education” for young people (source: Students for Life).

(cont’d page 15)



Council 3724 Supports Pro-Life (cont’d)

Future Challenges:

Organizers noted that, while progress has been made, much remains to be done to implement
God’s Will. The Pro-Life movement's current focus is addressing the rise of chemical abortion
pills (mifepristone), which now account for the majority (70%) of abortions in the U.S.

So, how can Council 3724 continue to be Pro-Life advocates:

Be vigilant when voting, vote for candidates who support God’s pro-life mandates. Sup-
port the protection of the Hyde Amendment to keep taxpayers funded abortion out of
national health care bills.

Before you make donations, check out whether they support pro-life or abortion.

Education sources:
https://www.lifenews.com/2024/01/10/united-way-and-red-cross-top-list-
of-60-charities-that-support-abortion/
https://all.org/charity-watchlist
https://secure.studentsforlifeaction.org/kh-wh-update

Pray for the success of the Pro-Life movement. Following is a prayer, authored by Bishop
Daniel E. Thomas, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on
Pro-Life Activities:

Every Life is Worth Living
Heavenly Father, thank you for the precious gift of life. Help us to cherish and protect
this gift, even in the midst of fear, pain, and suffering.
Give us love for all people, especially the most vulnerable, and help us bear witness to
the truth that every life is worth living.
Grant us the humility to accept help when we are in need and teach us to be merciful
to all. Through our words and actions, may others encounter the outstretched hands
of Your mercy.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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In November Grand Knight Tom Pitstick presented a check from Fairborn
Council 3724 to Archbishop Carroll High School students to be used to-
ward their trip to the National March For Life on January 23" The money
was well spent as a large group of dedicated young folks braved the cold
to march in DC. We are all so very proud.



Home Corporation (HC)
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Officers of HC met on Jan 15, 2026, to discuss action items and pay bills. Key
member interest points:
Approved the December meeting minutes.
Paid MHC Facility/Bingo rent, TV/Internet Service & Custodial fees.
HC Raffle Ticket Drawings: Winners of our 7th HC Raffle were: $40 winner —
Shirley Herchenback, ticket # 94; the $25 winner was Jim McCoy;, ticket
#102, and the $S10 winner was Mark Halbisen, ticket #115.

Reminder, should you see something that needs to be done or acquired for
the benefit of the Council, note it in the Maintenance Work Log located in
the business meeting room, on the right, just inside the door. The HC is
here to help Council members do whatever it can to help achieve the
Council's mission.

Next HC Meeting: February 19, 2026, 7:00 PM. Meetings are open to all K of
C 3724 members. For those who are interested, monthly meeting
minutes can be found in the 2025/2026 Fraternal Year folder on the desk-
top of the K of C new computer. Select HC shortcut which will bring up HC
Meeting Mins (Edwards) folder. Within this folder are the meeting
minutes for each month.

Last Work Party: Jan — repaired chairs. Next Work Party: Feb 28, 2026 -
Activities to be determined. Watch for K of C text alerts.

£\
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COUNCIL CALENDAR

February Events

Feb 2 Presentation of the Lord Feb 4 Bingo 7:00 PM

Feb 5 Trustees Meeting 7:30 PM Feb 8 Parish Breakfast 9:30 AM

Feb 9 4th Degree Meeting 7:30 PM Feb 11 Bingo 7:00 PM

Feb 12 Business Meeting 7:30 PM Feb 14 Valentine's Day

Feb 15 Children’s Mardi Gras Carnival 11 AM

Feb 18 Ash Wednesday (no bingo) Feb 19 Home Corp Meeting 7:00 PM
Feb 21 Reverse Raffle 5:00 PM Feb 25 Bingo 7:00 PM

Feb 28 HC Work Party 9:00 AM

March Preview
3/4 Bingo, 3/5 Trustees Meeting, 3/8 Parish Breakfast, 3/9 4th Degree
Meeting, 3/11 Bingo, 3/12 Business Meeting, 3/14 Blood Drive, 3/17 St Pat-
rick’s Day, 3/18 Bingo, 3/19 Home Corp Meeting, 3/25 Bingo, 3/29 Corporate
Communion

? Confused on how to be more involved in your council activities?

“ L p Take a look at the upcoming calendar of all the activities and then

contact Family Chairman Dan Cyphers cyphershome50@gmail.com,
937-266-3507 or Retention Chairman, Dave Johnston silk-
[ blooml@aol.com, 937-825-3576 to discuss your time and talents.

Dues
Thank you to everyone who have paid your 2026 dues! It is much appreciated
and helps keep our records on track. If you didn’t receive a dues bill, and are
not an Honorary Life member, please contact FS Russell Milliron at
937-609-9068.
If you have not paid your dues yet, please make this a priority.
To pay your dues by mail, please send a check to the FS at the address listed on
the bill. PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH VIA THE US POSTAL SERVICE.
If you wish to pay your dues via credit card, please call the FS at the number
listed above. If he is not available please leave a call back number where you
can be reached.
Thank you for paying your dues promptly.
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INSURANCE CORNER

My name is Livio Santos, and I’'m excited to intro-

bz Knights of duce myself as your new Field Agent. I'll be your
Wi@ e i new contact and will be working with your Coun-
Livio Santos cil this year.

Field Agent

Over the next few months, | look forward to the
Mobile; 937-317-1517 H H
pemel il opportumty to meet you, whethe.r at counc.ll .
Life Insurance - Long-Term Care Insurancgey meetings, events, or other gatherings. | believe in
Retirement Annuities « Disability Income Insu ) the |mportance of bu||d|ng strong relatlonshlps

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.
and am eager to learn more about how | can help
serve your needs.

Please expect a call from me soon as | would love to connect and discuss any assistance you
might need with financial planning, life insurance or review existing policies. In the meantime,
don’t hesitate to reach out to me via phone or email if you have any questions or need imme-

diate support.
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GOOD OF THE ORDER

Health and Healing requests are entered into the council’s prayer book prior to the business meeting. If
you can’t make a meeting and have a name you wish to include in the Santa Maria prayer intentions,
please call the council hall and leave a message or send an email to Santamaria @3724kofc.org

Repose of the Souls:

Health and Healing:
Rose Sloat, Colleen Edwards, Brian Edwards, Bill Dahling, Decon Chris Hansen, Anna Gros,

Father Alex, PGK Frank Carchedi, PGK Bill Stoddard

PRAYER FOR HEALTH AND HEALING
Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, may Your healing hand rest upon me, may Your lifegiving powers
flow into every cell of my body and into the depths of my soul, cleansing, purifying, restoring me to
wholeness and strength for service in Your Kingdom. Amen.
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Prayer intentions of the Holy Father entrusted to His worldwide Prayer Network
for the year 2026
February

Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases and their families receive
the necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope.

BUSINESS MEETING ATTENDANCE
The 2nd Thursday on each month, we pray the Rosary at 7:00 pm which is followed by our
business meeting. Please attend, stay after the meeting and socialize with your Brother Knights.
Every Thursday there’s a Pot-of-Gold drawing. Entry fee is 50 cents and you are required to sign
your name in “The Book”. At 10:00 pm on the meeting night and at 9:30 pm on the other
Thursdays there’s a random drawing from our membership pool. The name of the winner drawn
wins the Pot-of-Gold if they completed the entry requirements.

Facebook
Our council has a substantial social media presence. Please follow us and share. If you have input contact
PGK Russ Milliron or PGK Grant Kempf.
https:/ /www.facebook.com/3724kofc

SANTA MARIA WEBMASTER
Grant Kempf, PGK Russell Milliron, PGK
Santamaria@3724kofc.org webmaster@3724kofc.org

The Santa Maria is a free monthly publication of the
Fairborn Knights of Columbus Council 3724.

Council 3724 934 N. Maple Ave. Fairborn, Ohio 45324 Council 3724
Fairborn, OH 937-878-2909 Fairhorn, OH
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